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PR/INEM/6/8 Public Relations Branch, 
BUNDE& 2250 Main Headquarters, 
Control Commission for Germany 
(British Element) 
BUNDE. BAOR. 


9 April r) 1916 ° 


To:- Major Robb, 
PW & DP. Div. 


1s Herewith dreft as promised. I also enclose 
copy of text of refutation of Polish allegations 

re conditions under which Polish subjects are being 
repatriated on returning " Swallow" transport, which 
I suggest should be issued to the British Press along 
with the foregoing draft. 


2. As mentioned, I have copies of both here and 
await your telephonic O.K. or otherwise. 


Major, RA. 
JAGN/SR. r i/e News Room 
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UNDER OPERATIGN "SWALLOW", (Governmental Sub-Commission Policy 


PRESS RELEASE RE TREATMENT OF GERMAN EXPELLEES FROM POLAND 


Committee Meeting 29th March, Minutes para 6(ii) refers). 


Crk Apel 1714-02 oe Rigas aresbere 
1. Up to 20¢h-Mareh the total of 86;666 German expellees are—being 


received into the British Zone under operation fe execution of 
the Potsdam agreement. These are in Cee to the 336,986 A who had 

j . k 
already vein aemeeed into the gone pukdiete 28 Feb - the date on which 
this operation started. Srne British Element of the Control Commission 
has made a full investigatio into reports from the receiving authorities, 
and have confirmed that the conditions of movement dg being satis- 
factorily observed, The matter is now a subject of quadripartite discussion, 
A high proportion of sick expellees Pree included in the train loads 
arriving at the frontier posts, Both on the trains and after arrival 
there have been a number of cases of deaths of people too old or too 
il to stand the joumey. Many are so ill that they have to be taken 
straight to hospitals, A number of women nearing confinement are being 
sent, and births have occurred on the trains or in the reception camps, 
2 Expellees age not being’sent with one day's reserve rations as 
agreed, A number of them report that the rations issued were insufficient 
and that Saayghnve suffered greatly had not the Russian authorities 
arranged for some food to be issued during the journey, 
30 Polish train guards are not effestive. People not entitled to 
travel enter the trains en route, and the guards do not ensure that 


people remain on the ee totals despatched and the nominal rolls 


received did not correspond with those held by the guara On many occasions.) 


le A high proportion of the expellees consists of very old, weak and 
sick people. Only 20% are men and an_even_auallex_peroentage are fit men 
of an age to work (between 15-60). Thus it would appear that what the 
Polish Authorities are transferring is not, as agreed at Potsdam, the 
German minority population, but a selection of it designed to transfer 

| 1$ million of the sick and otherwise less useful part of the German 
minority into Western Germany. par 1) AAA 

In addition to the above matters which have been verified, the 


[dvaaeruseses 


expellees make their allegations that conditios of expulsion are 
not human, These statements my be exaggerated but the scanty amount 
of baggage carried appears to support the expellees' accusations that 


insufficient notice of evictio is being given, and it is evident me 


many of them have been robbed of personal possessicns on the way. 


cts Are Being Repetriated 01 " Transport 


D Conditions under which Polish subjects are being re- 
patriated @rom the British Zone of Germany have recently been the 


subject of allegations in the Polish Press and on Warsaw Radio, 
The Polish reports allege that a party of 16500 which entrainea 
in the British Zone on 13th March arrived in Brema frozen and 
without any food, and that owing to the absence of doctors, 

and the lack of facilities for heating and cooking, two children 
died en roite, It further alleges that in a transit camp totally 
unprepared food was issued in insufficient amounts; that no fuel 
was provided on the twain for the journey; that no bread was 
available on the gmmrax two-day journey, and that the general 
impression was "that the British authorities were not on the 


least interested in the fate of the repatriated Poles". 


(2) Pull investigation into these allegations has been made 
by the British authorities, and the following facts emerge. 

> The transit camp in question is at HESSLINGEN, 

It is not always possible to heat rolling stock on journey 

from other points in the Zone to Hesslingen, but every effort 

is made to do so. On arrival at the cemp, ex Prisoners of 

War and Displaced Persons are always provided withm e hot meal. 
They are fed on full ration scale whilst in the transit camp, 
and a hot meal is provided before déspatch by road to MARTZNTHAL. 
UNE2A Plying Squed serves hot drinks before entrainment, and a hot 
meal cen be provided there if there is a long delay. Five days! 
herd rations ere cerried on all trains from Marienthel to Poland. 
Bach coach is issued with one quarter owt of coal before leaving 
Merienthal, most cosches naving independent stoves, 

‘ At HESSLINGSN Camp there is first class hospital and medical 
pe ticess recs: ces teet tte strt! Cote temtte secon set escsmtansecienest 
steffand.)A motor anbulence with UNRRA medical officer travels with 
all convoys from Hesslingen to Marienthal. There an officer 
and staffsupervise the loading. 

5)) With regard to the death of the two young children, on a 
Sun xakihixmaxxonexomntnxetixantcinexmherx train between DELMENHORST 
and WOLFSBUR an the early morning of 14th March, Post mortems 
were performed by the senior medical officer et Hesslingen Camp, 
and death was found to be due to INToxIcATIS ENTERALIS 


‘The UNRRA Medical Ofdicer there states that there was sufficient 


clothing and vaggae to keep the children warm, and that death 
t 


would not have resulted had the children received proper care 
and attention from their mothers. 


(G) Although the standard of comfort during travel is 
naturally dictated by the type of transport available, the 
British authorities do everything possible to ensure all 
returning ex-Prisoners of War and Displaced Persons are 
adequately provided for with regard to food, accommodation 
and medical attention until they leave Marienthal. There 
they are handed over to the Polish staff, who have travelled 
with the train from Poland bringing persons under Operation 
“gwallow", Adequate food and fuel for heating are provided 


for the two-day journey to Poland. 
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risit to 508 R/Det 


and Jones of 


A. Itinerory 


In connection with Operation “SWALLOW, HQ 503 R/Det, 626 DP/Det 


at Lubeck and the Transit Comp at BAD SECEMERG were visited on Wednesday 
3rd April 46. 


2. 


B. ‘Transit Camp - Bad Sepeberg 
Camp Site 


The site is reasonably level and has sandy soil which is good in 


wet weather, There is 4 railway siding running conveniently in front of 
the camp. ‘The camp was first used for operation Barleycorn and is partly 
finished. 


3. 


Cookhouse cic Food-store 


This is much too small for a camp designed to cope with 1,500 


Refugees por day; it is sited badly, being next to the railway siding. 
Since the refugees are fod after dusting, registration etc., the cook- 
house should be at the end of the "belt". 


fhe food store is very suall and very hot, 
Hospital 
The M.I.Roam only wos visited - this was adequate. 


Medical Inspection and Dusting Rooms 


{his was quite average but there were NO "power driven dusters" 


only hand pumps - unsatisfactory. 


& 


8. 


Registration and Interrogation Rooms 

Quite large and well laid out. 

Letrines 

Adequate number, deep trench type well away fron the Camp. 
Slceping Quarters 


These are large huts, some fitted with double tier beds, others with 


stretchers, and some with straw filled bags. 


9. 


Dining Arrangenents 


At presont there is no dining lmt; the Refugees use their slceping 


quarters, 


10, 


System on arrival. " 


The system is the same as is practised at other Transit Camps = , 
, 


Medical Inspection; 
Dasting with DDI; 
Registration; 

Food; 

Dispersal. 


/lleveveers 


11. Conclusion. 


In view of the importance ond vise of Oporetion "SWALLOW" it is ae 
unfortunate that the Camp is not well suitcd to the purpose. 
It was explained that building materials have not been forthcoming, 
but it is hoped to receive more supplics in the near future, { 
. 


Vuk 


It is sug sd that tho Gorman Staff should be more severely 
disciplined and organised, When the Swallow train arrived (sec C0) a fewt 
people worked very hard, many did not appear todo much, 


Af 


Serving of food was not well conducted, issues being made through one 
window only, tius causing much delny by excessive queueing; up to eight or 
ten serving harches should be constructed for this purpose. No loud speakers 
wore seen to control the large number of refugees in the camp; it is stre 
that the use of 2 lowl speaker system helps tremendously the running and 
control of Refugee Tronsit Camps. 


Since we are complaining about the inhumanity of the Poles, we should 
seo thot all arrangements made by us are beyond reproach. The outstanding case 
which eauscs much unnecessary discomfort for the Refugees, mainly for the 

is having to queve up to three hours before the S 
S ai this after a 2h to 36 hours train journoy, is not good. 
TE is suggested that a spare hut is kept free for these pitiful old souls and tha 
a hot drink and medical attention be given them immediately the train errives. 


The difficulties of running a Refugee Camp are many and great, and the 
Dritish Stef? very small, in fact the camp has now as its 23rd Camp Comandant 
a ldeutenant. Surely the authorities responsible could get on officer who Ls 
not going to be domobbed for n while for this Appointzent, An officer full of 
energy and drive is nocded, It is felt that 508 R/Det, in the short tine it 
has been operating, his done a good job of work, but much energetic action is 
needed to bring the caup up to the standard and efficiency of NARIENTHAL, 


Cc. "SWALLOW" Train 
Train and Coaches 
The train consisting of 3rd class coaches ig quite good repair, 
pelonging to 9 number of nations, arrived at DAD SHGEDERG at 16.30-hourss 


taking approximately 30 hours to do the journey, The train had approximately 
1,400 Expellces on board ond resembled an Emmett drawing in Punch, 


13. We saw NO improvement in the class of Expellee that arrived. 


(2) Very many ola men and women, with only a few months to live. 
Sone of these could hardly walk, most of them needed to be 
lifted down fran the train. They were very bewildered and 
frightened and a pathetic sight. 


(b) Wo saw only 2 young fit mon and we walked the whole length of 
the train, 


(ce) We saw many very young children ond were told some ware 
unaccaapanied; there appeared to be many complete families with 
tiny babies; 


(a) There secm to be a large number of youmg wanen who looked fit 
and woll, 


[Mesresseae 


=3- 


We were told by the 0,C, 503 R/Det, the Caup Cammniant and the 
German Camp Leader, that this train was an averazo of all Swallow troins, 
There can be no shadow of doubt that we are receiv 
proportion of very old, unfit and your xpellees, 


UU. Ratios 


100=200 loaves of l 3 or two sacks of food were offsloada 
from the train; Ls y Gay's Pesorvo of rations Por 1,100 people. 


Many had only a sual bundle; we saw only occ: mod 
people with blonkets and bedding, a lces, mostly very i people, 
had nothing at all, bein bundle or 
not becn given enough tine to collect ¢ * goods were ‘informed 
tl ory few Expellees ever brought much 9 but it is dangerous to 
4 alise, 


freatmont by the Poles 


We questioned sevoral different types of 
said they had not beon molested on rc from SLEPTTIN to ‘ & They 
all stated that the conditions they had left were terrible 1 th i1- 
troataent Jid occur gotti fran their former hones to STETTIN, feny had 
only becn given a few minutes notice to move, 


1 soldi in various do; 
they either ce on oa r the train duving the wait ¢ 
They receive no food 1¢ lritish Authorities, 


ere un civilian notor vehicles which wore b ding 
insport Expellees froma t to vorious sections of the earap 
not appear to bo any 

iarshallins of these vel 


ting out the Expellecs but 
othe: lin circles, There were too few ran nursing 
ste helping, but the ones scen wore very effic 


D, GENERAL E TINTS. 


Dispersal of ‘trains 


The 0,C,508 R/Det stated thit the Operation is going according to plan, 
ull the oxecutive arrangenonts are working well;, tiis undoubtedly was the 
case On alternate days trains arc directed to POPPHNDOREF and to BAD &: 
akes 2). hours to clear a cap and disperse Expellees to the reccivil 


When the sea route is in full stride all trains will go to BAD SucERe 
and all SHA movement to POPPENDORE, 


20, N rns orriving with SWALLOWS 


Very fow non-Germans have arrived with the Expellees; any that do, are 
returned by the SHA route, 


We asked. 0.C,508 to keep a careful chock on this point, particularly in 
regard to Jews, 


(olveansesare 


Russian Officers 


Some days ago a Russian Officer stayed on the train oad was found 
notes fran 4 carricge window, when tho train wos standing in 
Station, ho officer in question was retuned quickly on the next 
he gave no reasm for his visit, just saying "I was told by ny 
superiors to conc", If omy more arwive, 0,C.508 R/Det will get in touch with 
GSI inuediately, 


1 lipellecs and Ret 


Yhese continue to trickle through to the twitish Zone paying the 
nl ‘bribes te the Russian guords, 


NAsFL for "L" Toam at Stettin 


‘The Poles now take the NAAFI supplies back on the returning trains 
¢ Lf, at Stettin - a locked box is used, 


ived fron the Poles 


0,0.508 R/Det is keeping a careful check of quantities of rations 
received, Sce Appendix "A", 


i. Polish D.Ps. 


25. 626 DP/Det 


4. visit was ¢ to 626 bp/Det, ‘fhe question of Polish 
repatriation wis discussed end Q.C,Det stated thet his chief difficulty. 
was that he wag unable to obtain accurate anee information af the nuniber 
of Poles to expect, Ae an exauple he stated that the train which arrived on 
3 Apr was supposed to be car 1,000 but only 4.70 arrived, 


He stated that he considered thi tis diificulty would become less 
acute now that direct repatriation was ta f pl ‘ron 30 Corps. 
Transit Camp enpacity in Lubeck is now 4,500 and t could be incrcased if 
further supplies of double ticr bunks cculd-be obtained, 


Shipping capacity is just over 7,000 per’ we 1d O,CeDet stated that 
he was thus able to deal with a maximum of one train (1,000 per aay). 


This maximua lift is not at present being fully utilised, 0 ‘Teowa 


eonfirmed th no repatriation had yet been carried out by Low Trains, 
It was pointed out it was now most desirable to establish ow right to 
uso this method of repatriation and it was ogreed that a party of r 

would be despatched by this method during the next fow days. 
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of 
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bread 375 lee Sugar 

flow 5 Coffee 

porridge Selt 
Wilk 


Gronts ag, 1 small thag coffee and 
Plowr-rye sugar all x 
cereals 13 small ba, 


Groats Sone salt, sugar and coffee. 
Flourerye 
Milk powder 


Bread 
porridge 
suger 
cof: 

salt 
ucLlc 


Groats LE aml quuntitics of sugar, salt 
Flour-vye coffee and bread, 
Milk powder 


tions wore reccive he) “s roserve for 5 trnins, far 
of 1,400 t01,500 


sit to 508 R/bet 


nd Jones of 


A. Itdnerary 


2) In connection with Operation "SWALLOW", HQ 508 R/Det, 626 DP/Det 
at Lubeck and the Transit Camp at BAD SECESERG were visited on \ednesday 
3rd April 46. 


B ansit Comp - Bad Segeberg 

24 Gamp Site 

The site is reasonably level ond has sandy soil which is good in 
wet weather, There is a railway siding ruming conveniently in front of 
the camp. The camp was first used for operation Barleycorn and is partly 
finished, 
3e Cookhouse and Food-store 

This is much too smill a camp designed to cope with 1,500 
Refugees per it is sited badly, being next to the railway siding, 
Sinee the refug: are fed after dusting, registration ete., the cook= 
house should be at the end of the “belt", 

The food store is very snall end very hot. 

Hospital 

The li,I-Roam only wos visited - this was adequate. 

Medical Inspection and busting Rooms 


This was quite average but there were NO "power driven dusters 
only hand pumps = unsa Pactorye 


6. Registration and Interrogation Roaus 


Quite large and well laid out, 

Letrines 

Adequate nunber, deep tronch type well away fran the Camp. 
Sleeping Quarters 


Thege are Large huts, some fitted with double tier beds, others with 


At present there is no dining hut; the Refugees use their slceping 
quarters, 


10, System on arrival. 


The system is the sane as is practised at other Transit Camps = 


Medical Inspections 
Dusting with DDT; 
Registration; 

Pood ; 

Dispersal, 


Pilereee cen 


il. Conelusion. 


In view of the impartance and size of Operation "SWALLOW" it is 
unfortunate that the Camp is not well suitcd to the purpose, 


It was explaincd that building mterials have not been forthcoming, 
but it is hoped to reecive more supplies in the near future, 


It is suggested that tho German Staff should be more severely 
mised, When thi low train arrived (soe C) a few 
people sored very hard, many did not appear to do much, 


Serving of food was not well conducted, issues being ide through one 
window only, thus causing much delay by excessive queueing; up to cight or 
ton sorving harches should be constructed for this purpose. No loud speakers 
were geen to control the large number of refugees in the camp; it is stressed 
that the use of a loud specker system helps tromoendously the running and 
control of Refugee Transit Camps 


Since we are complaining about the inhumanity of the Poles, we should 
see that all arranganconts made by us are beyond reproach, The outstanding case 
which causes much unnecessary discomfort for the Refugees, mainly for the 
very old people, is having to queue up to three hours before they are 
rogistered and fed; this after a 24 to 36 hours train journey, is not good. 

Tt is suggested that a spare hut is kept free for-these pitiful old souls and tha 
a hot évink and medical attention be given them immediately the train arrives. 


The difficulties of running 2 Refugee Camp are aid and great, and the 
British Staff very small, in fact the camp has now as its 23rd Camp Con 
a Lieutensnt. Surely the authorities responsible could get on officer “who 
not going to be dencbbed for a while for this appointment. 4n officer full of 
energy and dive is needed, It is felt that 508 R/Det, in the short time it 
has been operating, has done a.good job of work, but much energetic action is 
needed to bring tho camp up to the standard and efficiency of MARTMNTHAL, 


Cc. "SWALLOW" Train 
12, Train and Coaches 


The train consisting of 3rd class coaches ig quite good repair, 
belonging to a number of nations, arrived at BAD SEGEDERG at 16.30,hours, 
taking approximately 30 hours to do the journey, The train had approximately 
1,400 Expollees on board and resembled on Emett drawing in Punch, 


13. We saw NO improvement in the olass of Expellee that arrived, 


(a) Very many old men and wonen, with only a few months to live, 
Some of thesc could hardly walk, most of them needed to be 
liftcd down fran the train. ‘They were very bewildered and 
frightened ond a pathetic sight, 


(b) We saw only 2 young fit men and we walked the whole length of 

the train. 

We saw many very young children and were told some were ” 
unaccampanied; there appeared to be many complete families with 
tiny babies; 


There secn to be a large number of young wauen who looked fit 
and woll, 


Wieekicwds ne 


= 03 


We were told by the 0.C, 508 R/Det, the Can Cammniant and the 
German Crp Leader, that this train was an average of all s ‘Allow Trains, 
Thore can be no shadow of doubt that wo are reoeivii: 9 caapletely unfair 
proportion of very old, unfit and young Ixpeliecs, 


Us. Retions 


100200 loaves of fread anit one or two 3 of food wore of f-lo: 
fron the train; this was the ano day's reserve rations for 1,400 poople, 


my Mepellees had only a 11 bundle; we saw only occasional 
peaple th bl s an bedding, ome Expellces, mostly very old people, 
had no 2 ot ag : t weal or perk they had 
not be ae: gether, Wo we: 

th f but it is da 


ireatment by the Poles ¢ 


We questioned several 3 f 
said they been mole TU Q cbt They 
all state 5 t ill- 
troatamet < oceur getting fran theiy former huacs to $! IN. Many he 
only been given a few mimites notice to move, 


dicrs in various a es of wxlress were the cuard; 
* stayed on or near the train during the wait ot the station. 
receive no food fraa the Lritish Authorities, 
forting the Ib 


> were several ¢ on Civilian motor vehicles which wore being 


1 to transport Expoll m the train to v: sect camps 
there ¢ not wr to be any organisation about this operation, the 
marshallin: of these velticles was haphazard, 


Some of the Gerunn staff worked hard sarting out the ixpellees but 
others did little a oved in circle There were too Pew German nursing 
ste help » but the ones seen wore very e 


Disper: 
The 0.0.508 R/Det stated that the operation is going according to plan, 
all the exceutive arr: ‘ents are working well;, this undoubti dly the 
f On alternate di: trains are directod to POPPENDOMF and + 
it takes 2) hows to clear a camp and disperse Expellees to the recoiving 


When the sea route is in full stride all trains will go to DAN 
and all SHA movement to POPPENDORF. 


20, Ne nS arrivii ng with ALLOWS, 


Very few non-Germans have arrived with the Expellees; ony that do » are 
returned by the SHA route. 


We asked. 0,C,508 to keep a careful chock on this point, particularly in 
regard to Jews, 


-khe- 


Russian Officers 


Soue days ago o Russian Officer stayed on tI in and was found 
taking notes fraa a carringe window, when the train was 5 ng in TAD 
DERG Station. The officer in question was retuned qui kly on the next 
tra: he gave no reason for his visit, just saying "y was told by ny 
aweriors to coac", If any more arrive, 0,C.508 R/Det will get in touch with 
GSI inmediately. 


Unofficial Expellees and Refugees 


hese contime to trickle through to the fwitish Zone paying the 
usual bribes to the Russian guards, 


25. NAAFE for "L" oom at Stettin 


the Poles now take tho NAAFI supplies back on the returning trains 
for the Le. at Stettin - a locked box is used, 
2he Rations received fro the Poles 

0.0.508 R/Det is koeping 2 careful check of quantities of rations 
received, See Appondix "A". 


We Poli 
Det 


A visit was also paid to 626 DPMet. Whe quostion of Polish 
repatriation was discussed and Q.C,Det st: ed that his chicf difficulty. 
wns that he was unable to obtain accurate advance information of the number 
of Poles to expect, As an example he stated that the train which arrived on 
3 Apr was supposed to be carrying 1,000 but only 4,70 arrived, 


He stated that he considered that this difficulty would become less 
acute now that direct repatriation was taking place fron 30 Corps. 
Transit Camp capacity in Lubeck is now 4,500 and this could bo inercased if 
further supplies of double ticr bunks could -be obtained, 


Shipping capacity is just over 7,000 per week and 0.C.Det stated that 
he was thus able to deal with a maximum of one train (1,000 per da; 


This maximun lift is not at present being fully utilised. 0.0. 
eonfixmed that no repatriation had yet been carried out by Swallow 
It was pointed out that it was nov + desirable to establish our 
use this method of repatriation anid it was agreed that 2 party of ropotriates 
would be despatched by this method during the next fow days. 


What? veg yf 
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Ratios receiv 


Broad 375 ke. Sugar 

flour 75 kee Coffee 

porridge 75 ke. Salt 
Milk 


Gronts ag 1 small thag cont, salt, coff 
Floyr-rye sugar all mixed up. 
cereals 13 small bags of ‘bread, 


Groats oh, Sone salt, suger and coffee. 
Flour-rye 9 small bags of read, 
Milk powder 


Tread 


smll quontitics of sugar, salt 


coffee & 


Above rations were received for on 
on avernge of 1,400 to1,500 Expelle 


aning UNCLASSIF 


UNGLASSIPIBI 


P¥ & DP Division, - , 
Advanced Headquarters, o~ 
Control Comsission for Germany, 
Berlin, BeAsO.Re 


6th April, 1946. 


ee ee 


a Secretariat 


The attached signal is forwarded for despatch on 


instructions fran D.C.0.5. to Chief, P¥ & DP Divisicne 


GeBe VAUGHAN HUGHES, 
Lt.-Col. 
for Chief, P¥ &P Divisicn. 


Ext: 2740 HQ PWDP Division 
Main HQ “OVE 

Ref: PWDP/35820/ Control Commission for 

9/Exec.2. Germany (BE) 

& BUNDE {> 
B.A.O.R. i mae 
| \? 

no) 0 apr L6 Menace 


PY & DP Division, 

Adv HQ, 

Control Commission for Germany (B 
BERLIN 


1, Herewith report on operation SWALLOW 
received from 709 (R) Det Mil Gov. 

ye It is suggested that Political 
Division might like to see this report. 


eee 
Gu! ites 


A.Ms BYERS, J/Comd, 
for Brigadier, 
Chief, P¥ & DP Division. 


General 

This report covers period 7 to 25 Mar end inoluies treins 
25 to 50. 
®) Generel condition of Swallous. 

This is quite good, when taken into consideration that they 
have been forcibly removed from their hanes and sent into the 
British zone. 

As with the Honeybee refugees the physical condition of the 
wonen is superior to that of the ‘men. There seems to be no real 
reason for this, unless it is that the fit men are not being sent 
out of Poland, 

Only four deaths have been reported since the start of 
operation Swallow. 

b) Physically fit yomg men. 

The capacity of each train varies between 1700 ani 1800 and 
out of this total we are now averaging somewhere in the region of 120 
fit men to each train, vi 

This is an improvement on the first trains where the average 


was 80 to 90 fit men per train, 
ec) gical condition - sis 


Since the start of operation Swallow 79857 expellees have been 


dealt with by this Detachnent. 


i) This number is made up as follows: 


Men 17272 >‘, 
A By V 


Women 38515 View 
Children 24.070 v 
ii) This is further subdivided as follows: 
Men fit 6592 unfit 10680 
TT 
Wonen fit 19647 unfit 18868 
Children fit 22538 unfit 1536 
iii) It will be seen from this that generally speaking the 


children are ina good state of health. 


/iv) 


iv) The wonen ere on a 50% basis but the mumber of fit men are 


bik \ 


definitely in the minority. 

v) One point of interest which has been stressed befare, when 
dealing with Operation Honeybee is the alarming absence of 
young babies unier 2 years of age. Answers given by the 
Swallows and by certain of the doctors travelling on the trains 
would indicate that starvation ani mal-mtrition are the causes 
of this shortage. 

vi) One more train arrived carrying people who styled themselves } 
Anti-Damists. As reported in Report No. 1 when dealing with 
the first batch of Anti-Fescists, these looked particularly 
well-fed, 
The warning time for the Swallows to leave their homes continves 
+o vary from 5 minutes to 1, days but all seem to be bringing 
with then a greater amount of baggage. 
Rationss 
The amount of rations given to the Svallows still remains very low. 
Below is the certified amount of food issued to the German transport 
leader for train Nov 48 carrying with it 1706 Swallows. Aso 
canperision I attach a list of the food which was placed on the same 
tyein going back into Poland carrying 1113 Polish repatriates. In 
making this comparision I wish to stress that the mumber of Polish 
repatriates was only 2/3 that of the Swallows. 
lilyagles 1706 Swallows 
Biscuits 2160 kg 
102 kg 1000 kg 
378 ke Msc cae 
52h kg 
5LS kg 
180 kg 
36 kg 
90 kg 
252 kg 
245 kg 
40 ke 
80 kg 15" (Substitute) 
/P-Meat 


continue to issue coffee on rupaymert at ons or two stations 
in Russian territory. In passing it might be mentioned that there does 
not appear to be any systen of water supply on these carriages carrying 
Swallows, Whilst this may not constitute a very great danger at the 
monent, it is worthwhile considering when making arrangements for 
the hot weather, 
Medical, 

‘Two waggons are usually allocated tothe Swallows for use as 
hospitals. In these waggons are German doctars ani muorses, who are also 
being expelled from New Poland. They bring with them a very limited 
supply of bandages ani headache powders, The amount not used is usually 
handed into the camps. 

Transport 

The quality of the transport supplied by the Poles for the 
Swallows is stili the same, i,e., 55 box waggons per train. Each waggon 
was originally fitted with a stove, but these mmbers are now begiming 
to becane aualiex. Yor instances train No, 50 arrived ot Merienthal camp 
on 2) March and 40 out of the 50 vans were minus stoves, Tho retwning 
Poles naturally took objection to this ani failed entecene to appreciate 
that the transpart was supplied by their am goverment. It might be 
worth while sending around to the Polish camps a osrtain amount of 
propaganda dealing with the fact thet we supply the food to the Polish 
reypatriates and the Polish governzent supply the transport. 


/b 
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4) A mmber of incidents have occurred whilst the trains have 
been travelling through the Russian sone which call for 
coment. ‘These are attached in the form of appeniices. 
hese stories have a ring of truth in then ani were rede 
the moment of arrival in these camps. 
It is extremely difficult for those Svellows to identify 
any of the Russians concerned, or for that mtter, any of 
the towns. ‘They travel in closed box waggons ani sane of 
the places at which they are halted are not even railway 
sidings. 
I would pertioularly call attention to appenilix ¢ in which 
Dr, Hes§ states tat after telling the Russians that sone 
o@f the women who were removed fron the trains had VD, they 
were alloved to return, It is sigificant that those wanen 
who nd not been reported as having VD were retained in the 
Russian Zone. 
One other instance ccourred in which the Polish guard comuanier 
ani the German transport leader of train Noe 42 nearly came 
to blows. This incident coourred when the Geman transport 
leader wished to taxe on at Wittenberg in the Russian sons 
3 wonen ani four children for transit into the British zone. 
The incident was not very serious and after taking advice 
fron Public Sefety 527 (K) Det I allowed the transport leader 
to proceed on his wy. The gist of the edvioe was that 
offences cawzitted in the Russien ocoupied zone could not be 
dealt with by the British. The gumrd at this train were 
also accused of molesting a woman in truck No. 54 am of 
talcing away fron the transport leader 15% of the mtions 
which were issued to him, 
Instances have occurred where the Russians have placed on 
the Swallow trains certain Germans from the Russian zone for 


transit to the British. In one instance train No. 31 


arriving in Marienthal on carried with it 75 Genwns who had 


Reed etees 


/veen put 


Ke 
‘been put on the train the other side of the boundary oppésite 
to Offleben. ‘These yeople frankly admitted that they had 
been put on the train ond when efforts were mde to send 
them bac ww) weve informed that there ws no proof that 
these peopie had, in fact, cone from the Russien zone. This 
was true because the check ooourred in the amps ani not on 
the border. ‘This practices seems to have stopped during the 
past 7 dayse 

7. BaokeLoading of Poles. 

a) Although this overation does not com within the scope of 709 (R) 
Det. I forward herewith a few comments on this operation as seen by 
me. 

4) Rations 

| Rations are all kept in one van and it is sggested thet it 
is thespractice which has given rise to the stories tiet 

{| the British are net supplying food for the repatriates on 


ff their return journey. Even the UNRRA director of Marienthal 


|| Polish DP camp is still convinced that the train which 


| | departed ex Marienthal on the 13 Mar was without food 

44) “goa, 
This also is placed in one waggon ami it is suggested that 
its distribution when once 4 train has left would be very 
aigfioult. It must be remembered that the treins contain 
55 waggons anil no properly organised Q ayrangenents exist. 

iii) Transport Leaders, 

So fax it would appear timt the Polish guard commander 
(Polish Officer) mas been ipso facto transport leader as 
well as gerd commnier, Waggon leadors heave never been 
oppointed. 

div) Wo medical sereaginients of any sort exist on tho Eagle 


treins yet they do on the Swallow trains. 


ra" 
ab fr) 
: H SH F 4 
>) Regomendetions on the above. ae ae 
1) It is known at the DP canps that the train will consist of a 


given mmber of wagons, It is also assumed that the DP camp will 
know the mmber of Eagles returning to Poland. It should, 
therefore, not be too difficult a Qamatter to allot the mtions 
for each waggon before the convay leaves the DP camp. ‘these 
rations could be hended over to an appointed wagem leader ari 
their distribution left to the wishes of the cecupants of the 
carriage. A greater degree of supervision waild therefore be 
exercised over the distribution of these rations than is 

possible when the rations are given to & permanent guard comanier, 
It might be mentioned here that certain items of the rations 
issued to the Eagles are not satisfeotary fora train journey with 
the limited cooking arrangemnts at their disposal, for instame 


flour, pulses, died egg, ete. 


Sufficient coal for the retwwn journey should be placed in each 
waggon before the train moves off. 
As the guard commenders appear to be permanent it should be laid 
down that they are also the trnin leaders, They could then 
produce sans fam of drill for the efficient organisation of 
trains. 
The Polish goverment in Warsaw or, alternatively, the Polish 
authorities in the British zone, should be asked to produce a 
medical teem for each train retuming to Poland, It is 
Saviously umvise to allow a train of repatriates to return to 
Poland without sane medical attendance being available. 
Footnote. 

At least one of the Polish officers in charge of the train 
guards would appear to have been chosen because of his political 
leanings as mudi as his professional capabilities, 


Tee. 
af A 
When we were discussing the conditions unier which the swallow 
were travelling + lack of food eto, - he said le would see that the 
matter was taken up with the right people. [ told him thet the 


matter was for the Higher Authorities to deal with am that after 


our reports had been put in Bexdin might deal with it. 


He then said: "I have the ear of higher people tian thoce in 
Berlin". 

Hie was @ Secon Licutemunt 7 
{wo babiss have been born within 4 hours of the arrival of the 


mothers in the British zone. 


In answer to a requost Mrs, Elsa GRUNDED, nee KRUM, born 30 Mey 1911 
at Heidekrug, East Prussia, present quarters t Refugee amp Alverséraf, 
makes the folloring statement concerning incident on Train Nos 45 
received at Alversdrof: 


On its arrival at the Russian-British border on 21 Mar 46 at a 
21,350 hrs, the refugee train was controlled by drunken Russian gards. 
The guards demanied that the door of truck No, 12 in which I and 
other refugees were trevelling be opened. In answer 


bed 
to leave the truck, I do not 
know why she wes told A short time later sho returned and 
was allioved to travel with the transparte Although the Russian guard 


was informed by us that refugee 

Gid not take any notice of 
escorted the transport. 
transferred to a hospital by the camp doctar, 


Signed Slea Gruviel, nee Krum 
Signed, Kobak, Capt of Police 


Refugee Camp Alversdorf 


Im ansver to a requwst fanwr Klemens Ketzer, bom 25 Feb 96 at 
Wélfelsgruni Krs. Habelschwerdt, present quarters at refugee camp 
Alversdorf, makes the folloning statement concerning incident on 
Train Noe 43 received at Alversdorf: 


On Monday 18 Mar 46 I left Mittelwalde Krs. Habelschwerdt in a 

refugee trein in orler to settle in the British zone. On Thursday 

21 Mar 46 ot about 21.30 hrs the train had arrived in the British 
gone. Shxrtly before this the traimas controlled in the Russian 
territory (Merienborn) by drunken Russian border patrols. ‘The 
Russian guards objected because there were mare persons in several 
trains than were named on the lists, I expleined to the Russian guard 
the reason for this vas because passengers of a trudk which hed been 
overheated from running had been distributed to other trucks, By 
order of the guard these persons who were not listed for that 
particular truck had to leave the truck. I myself had to return to 
truck 26 ani was told to wait there util a Russian officer came 

to me. He would then clear the affair. When I amo baak to truck 26 
the Russian officer had already arrived there, I explained to him wiy 
these people were transferred from one truck to 

trucks contained mare people than were listed, 

said that everything ws alright and that I should board the train 
again, The other people = there were 12 persons - would also return 
to their trucks. As I found out, after arriving in Alversdorf, these 
12 persons had not came along in the transport, but were held back by 
the Russians. I camot say what has happened to then, 


Signed Katsex Clemens 
Signed Kobak, Capte af Police. 
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Marienthal 20 Mar 46, 


As transport leader of refugee train No.42 

which was loaded at Glats on 17 Mer 46 at 17.45 hre ani 
ayrived at Merienthal on 20 Mar 46 at 1700 brs. I volunteer 
the following statement. 


On 20 Max 46 about 2,30 hrs at Wittenberg (Iutterstadt) I ves 
awakened by a Red Cross nurse of the station who asked me to 
take along 3 wonen and 4. amall daildren who had been left at 
Wittenberg by © previous transport because of sickness. The 
morse told me: that she ani a doctor had been prevented in their 
attempt to entrain these people by the Polish gard, I wont 

to truck 54 where there was still rom, intending to put these 
people there. The Polish officer ani three of his mn came up 
to me and demanded that I leave the truck, I told a Polish 
soldier who understood Gersan that I was the Geman transport 
leader and that I was asking to have these persons taken along. 
The Polish soldier interpreted my request to the officer, who 
refused bluntly saying in Polish: "“Genmnski kurwa". Saying 

this he raised his hani threatening me whilst three other soldiers 
with mohins pistols were stanling behind him. I then called for 
a Russien interpreter on the "phone who appeared shortly. ‘the 
comersation between the Polish officer and the interpreter was 
unsuccessful ani the people had to stay behind, ‘There was a 
young German womn riding in truck No. 54. who was repeatedly 
molested by the Polish Guard. A Geman railwy police official 
veprinanded the men, At %he distribution of food on 19 Mar at 
Hoyersworda some of the escorting Poles demanded 15% of the 
rations vhich had heen put at the disposal of the transport, When 
I refused to give it to them they threatened to tell their 
officers about this, The food demented was not harded over, 

The passengers of truck No 54 are witnessds of this incident. 
Besides my statement can be confirmed by the Red Cross mse at 
Wittenberg (Lutterstadt) and by the railway police. 


Signed Paul Bracke, Altwilmsdorf 
Signed Battie, Capt of Police 


Police Special Squad 
Refugee Camp Merienthal 


In answer to a request of the police the Polish L 
Kohlfurth, transport leader of mfugee train 42 makes 
statement :— 


On 20 Mer 46 at 2.350 hrs a family with mich 

appeared at the station of Wittenberge. They wore escorted hy 

Red Cross murse and two railway policemen m 

@long. Ags I have order not to take any versons 

gone end as I did not see any certificates to 

were refugees from New-Poland I refused to take them My 

that these people did not have any certificates was conf: 

because the Russian officer at the station had sent the people to 
the Russian Station Camander wiere they were to get a travel pemit 
for the train, Until this time I had not seen the Gexmn transport 


learned that thay had not received a permit. About 1/h hour later 
the German transport leader appeared with the family accompanied by 
the 2 railway policenen. ‘they wanted to dixect the people into 
ooach Noe 54, I would not stand for this, whereupon I was threatened 
by the transport leader, I ordered 2 sentries to guard the cach 

im order to prevent their boarding the train. Upon this the trensport 
leader shouted to me: "This is not Polend, this is Germuy". Because 
of this incident the trein left with 1/2 hows delay. 


Sigmd 
Nosek, Lt. 


For correct translation (Polish-German) 


Siged Polish Interpreter 
Wally Wielobinsia 
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Marienthal 21 Mer 46 


In answer to a request of she police Mrs. lilli Rapp, born 4 Oct 23 
at Litzmannstadt, last re mos Gérlitz, Skultetushof 1, mkes the 
follaring statement; conosrning incident on Trein Noe 42. 


I also belong to the refugee transport which arrived at imrienthal 

on 20 Mer 46, At Wittenberg/Lutterstadt I was witness af a quarrel 
between the Polish officer and our transport leader, The Polish officer 
and his mon insulted the German transport leader with the folloving 
words: "You swine, you son of a bitbh". He kept stepping up closer to 
him.* This quarrel lasted for about 1/) how. The Genaan transport 
leader did not threaten the Pole. He sald tmt he wuld not stani 

such behaviour, pointing out that he would report the incident. 


x preparing Fe Ro 


Signed L. Rapp 


Oertified Signed Battke, Maj Police 


Statement by Martha Menzel nee Frohland 
Identity - card No A179 935 Berlin 
at Alversdorf Refugee Camp on 15 Mer 46. 


On 15 Max 46 I Marthe Menzel gnd sbout 12 or 13 other refugees ad 
gathered at Vélpke (Russian Zone) with the object of crossing the 
bouniaxy into the British sone, Sone of the male menbers of the party 
approached the Russian officer on the reilway station, for permission 

to board the Polish refugee train which we knéw was due to pass through 
Volpke on its way to the British zone. I do not lmow the result of 

the conversation, but vhen the Polish train arrived, the Russian officer 
made a waving motion of his hand toward the trein, witich we toax to be 

& signal to us to board the train, We did this, At the barrier Russian 
soldiers stopped the train and asked at eadi van the manber of refugees 
in the same. ‘he van lcader in the van, i with 2 ar 3 others ied entered, 
stated Jl. ‘The Russian soldiers allowed the train to aroceod to the 
British sone. At Alversdorf refugee camp I ws questiond in the 
registration room and admitted that I boarded the train at Volpke. I 
was then asked to mke this statesnt. 


I did not pay or give the Russian officer any money eto. I do not now 
if the Polish Officer i/c the train ws aware of om party boarding the 
train at Volpke. 


I Mextha Menzel identity card No A 179 935 Berl: 
statement is true ani was made me of my om 
of any kind, 


Alversdorf, 15 Mar 46 Signed Martha Menzel 
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AT LAST THE GERMANS ARE LEAVING US 
POR EVER 


The central agency for the deportation of Germans from Lower Silesia is in~ 
Wroclaw. 


The transfer point, where the British Mission, with Colonel Carroll at its 
head, takes over the Germans fran us, is at Kalawsk, which was, until recently, 
a small and quiet frontier station. 


Along that route - Yroclaw-Kalewsk - the Germans are travelling under con- 
ditions very different fron those under which they foreed our fellow-countrymen, 
expelled fron the provinces of Posnan, Pomorze and Zamose, to travel. We will 
not mention that for us a line of cattle trucks very often meant concentration 
caup, forced labour or gas chambers. We do not repay the Germans for their acts 
in the sane kind. We shall be satisfied to consolidate the Polish character of 
the liberated provinces. We are thoroughly fed up with the Germans = let them go. 


They will probably take more feather=beds, they will probably suuggle some- 
thing or other through, but we shell at last be left alone. We are trying to be 
as efficient as possible. Indeed, the usually sceptical English have sent to the 
engineer Javoszek, an official of the Ministry for liberated provinces, and to 
ure Fatidowiez, who Was the officer in charge, a letter of congratulation upon the 
marvellous organisation of the deportation. 


The starting point on the deportation route in Wroclaw is the building of the 
former German school in Sendeniersia street, a large four-storey building specially 
renovated for this purpose. The deportees with their families ere housed in separate 
roons on the lst, 3rd and 4th floors. ‘The middle floor has been taken up by the 
registration office, first-aid post and food store. A special kitchen serviced by 
Germans has been organised, which provides the deportees with three hot meals a day | 
as well as powdered milk for the children. ; | 


The courtyards of the building are jammed with a mass of hand-drawn conveyances 
of all sizes. The Anglo-Polish agreement contains the following terms: 


1. As fer as the Soviet-Polish border the convoy dities are carried out by the 
Poles; from there on, by the British team. 


2. Polish authorities supply food for Uy, days. 


3. Pull medical service at all the entraining points and in the trains; medical 
inspection before entrainment. 


4. Amount of foreign currency allowed: 500 RM. 


The instructions are quite clear, but the Germans do not try to follow them, 
Gernan people, famous for their discipline, have to be constantly reminded by the 
militia men about the orders. Customs officials are very busy. It often happens 
that the rotund figures of German women hide eamtraband goods. The carrying of 
gold in the form of rings and watches is allowed. The latest orders permit and 
even make it compulsory to carry bedding and cooking utensils. 


a 


Ps 


Wroclaw-Kalawsk. 


Along the streets of Wroclaw, on the way t the Wroclaw-Swidnicki station, 
one could see every day a somehwat noisy procession of 1,500 people. ‘They draw 
prams, wheel-barrows and other strange vehicles, before entering the cars they 
leave these vehicles behind in order to have more personal comfort. They will go 
in groups under orders of their om wagon "fuhrers". Every group is numbered. 
Militia men guide them in a well-planned and assured mamner. There are altogether 
55 cars including 2 for the guards, 2 hospital ears and one with food. A German 
woman would wipe the nose of one of the numerous children. Someone else would 
sigh, remembering better times. the engine would whistle, the wheels turn and 
goodbye to Breslau, from now on Wroclaw, for ever. ‘wo transports arrive daily 
et Kalawsk. Here Germans would feel reassured - no, it is not to Auschwits they 
are being taken, not to gas chambers. They arrive at Kalewsk, where the British 
receive, count and disinfeet then with that extraordinary powder called DDI. 
Colonel Carroll passes the wagon "fuhrers" in review, after which the deportees 
are taken away for disinfection. Gernan staff hurries through this work as there 
is little time. Again the deportees are counted and then board the train - signal, 
whistle, and they depart. The Poles who are at the station give a sigh of relief. W 
are freed from a centuries-old nightmare. One of the militia men says with a snile: 
"There will be more air now". 5,000 every dey. ‘the plan of uniting all Germans, 
which was started in such an unfortunate way by Hitler, will be successfully con- 
cluded by us. 


Justification of deportation. 


The deportation of Germans from Poland is a historical act. Without mentioning 
the fact that it is done in accordance with the Potsdam Agreement and finally con- 
firms the smrrender of the Westera provinces to us, we have here a return to the 
state of things that existed a thousand years ago. Even more, it is a coaplete 
failure of all the efforts of the German race which endeavoured t6 spread their 
influence to the East, threatening the very existence of the Polish nation. It is 
also the end of our desperate struggle with our wickedmighbours. Only Polish 
democracy could achieve successfully the mission of establishing a nation within 
its natural and historical borders. 


G. LEWICKI. 
Sr.Lt. 
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Combined Vion Executive. 


CoReX 
(Combined Repatriation Executive) 
120 Allied Control Authority Building 
BERLIN 
US APO 742 or BAOR 


4 April 1946. 


Transfer of Germans from Poland. 


Advance HQ, PY & DP Division, Control Comsission for Germany (BE), 
BERLIN, BAOR. 

Main Hj, Pa & DP Division, Control Commission for Germany (BE), 
BUNDE, BAGR. 

Brigadier R. C. B, Anderson, DSO, MC, 229 Mil Gov Det., Hanover 
egion, BAOR. 


. 


Attached hereto is copy of personal letter addressed to’ Lt. Colonel 


Carroll fron Lt. Colonel Growse, 0.C. Swallow Team at Kohlfurt. 


"Fe Le CARROLL, 
Lieutenant Colonel, 
Combined Repatriation Executive. 


1 Incl - as stated. 


Kohifurt. 
28 Mar 46. 


My Dear Carroll, 


Please forgive the red ink ~ the black has vanished. i'n writing to let 
you imow of a sunll incident here yesterday, witich may have repercussions, The story 
is as follows:- 


Yesterday afternoon a man and wonan appeared-at our house. ‘The man claimed 
American citizenship and provided various papers to show that he had been born in 
America. They had with then a 7-months old baby in a pram and said that they wanted 
te go to the british Zone. ‘ 


Although he was claiming to be an American, he could barely talk Bnglish 
and I personally think that he was an honest-to-~God Gernan who had been born in 
U.S. le was certainly not a Pole. They weve both in a very excited and 
wrought condition: they both broke down in tears and in between sobs p 
incoherent story of thh treatment and the theft of certain papers by 
Ag we were hearing their story the train arrived at the station and we took then 
down with us, with the idea of putting thes on the train. As you now, large 
numbers of people are arriving here daily, who are voluntarily going to the British 
zone, ei all these have to go first to the Polish “Bureau” in the station for 
their names to be entered end permission given. 


When we got then into the Bureau we fount that they had already been there 
end had been refused permission to leave. As a consequence, the wounn had apparently 
got very angry and had “insulted” the young Polish officer there, saying anong 
other things that she had been shot and wounded mee before by Poles ani that she 
did not mind being shet again’ This type of “volunteering for the Guard-jtoon" 
naturally annoyed the people in the Bureau and made them pretty firm in their 
refusal, ‘hey did not give the wonan’s behaviour as the reason for this, but sald 
that as the nen was a U.S. citisen he would have to go to Warsaw to get the per~ 
mission of tie Us». Se Legation there, but that the wanen could not go anyway, as ahe 
was a ole, She had some sort of Identity ecard, giving her natlamlity as Polish, 
and I uderstand that this was because sie had bean born in Poland of Geman parents. 
It is understandable that in the hope of gaining advaitage for herself she may ot 
one time have declared herself as Polish when in fact she wos not. In any case, if 
she was married to the nan with her, be he Ameriesn or German, she presumably todk 
his natiomlity. But this the Poles in the Bureau refused to acespt, because they 
could not produce a “arriage Certificate. 


We argued end discussed the affair (in a very friendly way) for a very long 
tine. I seid, as regards the J.3. permit mentioned earlier, that the object of 
having a consulate ete. in a foreig comtry was to 
by mcing the man trek to “ersaw they were defenting object. Secandly, 
regarding the truth or otherwise of the marriage story, that if a cauple of about 
the sane age and obviously on familiar ters, appeared with a beby in a pram, it 
was reasonable to assume that they were married or if that was not conesded that 
they were eo-habiting in such a wey as to render theaselves far practical purposes 
a "fenily". 


SY 


At 7 pete, Over a gin in our honour, they eve tually relented and allowed 
the people to go, but. seid they would have to make a report about it. This 
letter is to give you my version of the incident in case the report canes 
whistling in to you. 


There is no doubt that I did sasewhat exceed my discretion in persuading 
the chap here against his will to accept these poople, but I felt all the time 
that the underlying cause was the woman's rudeness to the Polish officer in 
the first instance. 


I think personally that they were man and wife, and that I was right in 
holding the view that they should be allowed to travel. Anyway, it’s over and 
done with now my apologies if I have caused the wires to burnt 


Things aren't goiny too badly otherwise - we have kept to 2 trains a day 
except on 2 deys when late arrivals held us up. On the day efter one of these 
2 days we did 5 trains, so we are only 1 dow: since the great initial hold-up. 


I do hope you are managing to do sanething ebout reliefs for my chaps who 
are due for leave or release? ‘Three are now overdue for leave and 2 men due for 
release next month in Gram 28. I wrote to Brig. Anderson recently and told 
him that I was due for leave at end of April, tut wanted to take it m or after 
ist Mey: I dare say he has told you? 


I'm going to Breslau again soon to take up a few points with the Governor. 


Forgot to sy that Polish displaced persons fran Sritish “one seem to cane 
through here in fairly large mmbers. You'll have got the letter by now with 


3 complaints attached? Have heard no more since, but the early ones were 
certainly sore. I wonder if you've been to “arsaw? I'm hoping to go myself 
ane day, if ever my Polish Liaison officer does arrive. 


All the best, 
Yours ever, 
» GROUSE. 


«8, Don't forget to send a new car when the reliefs cam, and you cen then 
take the Volkswagon back again = horrible thing! 


GUAPTER I. 


30 Mar 46. 


arriving at the station on moming of 29 Mere, { was very surprised to 
wouen in the case stauling on the platform It appears thet they had 
i in at 4 aeme thet morning and that mosbers of her family, 
been locked up. Her husband, overcon by their 
misfortune, had kept to his bed in the liotel. 


I spent the rest of the diy, on and off, arguing about this case. The 
Poles’ decisions went all around the conpass-card: first they were to be 
questioned by a special Police officer who wes caning fran Bresleu, then they 
all had to go to Warsaw, then only the sen had to go to Warsaw, then they 
would be allowed to travel after all, then they would not, ok ee they 
would all have to go to Breslau. ‘his last, to the best of my > they 
43d yesterday, so God mows what's heppenéd to them by now. 


ityself, I think it all rather petty and pérhaps vengeful. last night the 
large Oomissar (broad shoulders, fur-collared cost) caxe to see me, We din- 
cussed many points in the Swellow Operation, among than the question of those 
particular Americans. ile said, rather patronisingly, that he was not passing 
on the chit t had given to the foles hare (to the effect that I had persuaded 
then to let the Anericans on the train), as to do so might get me into troudlet 
I said that I was perfectly prepared to take a rap for wint I had done, and would 
much prefer him to send up the paper, withany report he wished, to his higher 
authority. Sone such report my therefore reach you, eventually. 


I have now heard from James, saying e@xphatically thet I am to let 
execpt Germans on the trains. I have told Tobin (who will tell him) that I have 
already pranised 1 Prenciman, 5 Ttaldans and 1 American fondly, thet they could 
go, and that I will let them through before micing the ban absolute. I told 
the Coawxissar this last night and he agreed tint they misht mp. 


The Comoissar was pressing rather strongly for us to start 3 trains a my. 
i told him I had to have your peruission first, and that you were fiying to 
versew to arrange the co-ordimtion of this with the quastien of Frolish 
repatriation, Also that I had to have a second Internreter, but that when these 
‘tuo matters were fixed I would be ready to start at once, If you can hurry up 
the business I think it would be beneficial all round. 


I wrote to Brig. Anderson yesterday, on the subject of my om affairs. I'na 
airaid I've got sane rather pressing doanestic troubles in ingland, which makes 
my early presence there a mther of extreme necessity for me. Anything you ca: 
doa to help, including an air passage fron Berlin if possible, I should be most 
groteful - I know you will if you can. { 


I had hoped to see much more of this operation as I like the job very much, 
but fate is trying to oanke it otherwise. 


PGs 


MATL GUNES 


\ 
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C.ReX- 
(Combined Repatriation Executive) 
120 Allied Control Authority Building 
BERLIN 
US APO 742 or BAOR. 


ORX/5 715/667. Ist April, 1946. 


Fl & DP Division, Advanced H.Q. Berlin. Vi 


PW & DP Division, Main H.Q., Binde, B.A.0.R. 


I attach hereto translation of an article which appeared in the 


Stettin paper on the 22nd February, 19:6. 


y 
<i Nan 


F.L. CARROLL, Lieut. Colonel, 
Combined Repatriation Executive. 


G,.R.X. 
(Combined Repatriation Executive) 
= ss 4 


US APO 7h2 oe BAOR, 


@i/5.725/ 667 st Aprils 1946. 


PY & DP Division, Advanced H.Q. Berlin. - 


PW & DP Division, Mein H.Q., Biinde, B.A.0.R. 


I attash hereto translatio of an article which appeared in the 
Stettin paper on the 22nd February, 1946. 
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Wy APY A™ 
F.L. CARROLL, Lieut. Colonel, 
Combined Repatriation Executive. 


The work of repatriati is being carried out by the 
the Government Repatriation Organization, which is using 
trict offices in this comection. o this ¢ assembly cent: 


in every trict. The ¢ centres have food su 


fuel, lighting and sanitary arrangem The main a mbly centre f 
whole of the province is at Stettin at the III Station of P.U.R., at 73, 
Mickiewicz Street. This centre can accommodate 3,000 personse It has a 
sanitary department as well as a control centre, connected with th 

into the British Zone. itish Missi sisti 1 “ice - Captain 
R.T.S. Thomson and Captain Beddington, 5 e ical 
staff. 

The German repatriates will leave from the Turzynski railway station. 
Approximately 1,500 will leave daily in German trains and will go to Lubeck, 
Kohlfurt and Bad Segeburg in the British Zone of occupation. ‘The trains in 
charge of German persommel will be escorted as far as their places of 
destination, by Polish Military guards. 


Each departing German has the right, besides his personal belongings, 


to take with him, luggage not exceeding in weight, his physical capabilities. 


SAS 


This luggage must contain food for the journey. They may also take valuables, 


documents and money. They may only take German marks. It is forbidden to take 


foreign currency. 


/Repatriation will ....... 
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Repatriation will proceed in an orderly manner fran the entire 
province, taking into account the percentage of German population in towns 
and villages, and repatriation will start from urban centres. The German 


population has been divided into four groups, to be repatriated by rail. 


The first group will consist of Germans who are not employed and of the 


unproductive elements. The second group will consist of Germans who are 
working for Poles and German citizens in households and enterprisese The 
third - unqualified German workers, working in Government and independent 
concerns, and fourth - the aged, orphans and the sick in homes and orphanagese 


Outstanding German Specialists who cannot be replaced at the moment, 


will, with the permission of the authorities, be excluded from repatriatione 


The same applies to German Specialists working in Soviet enterprises, or working 


with Military detachments. 

It is expected that from 1,500 to 2,000 persons will be moved from 
the town of Stettin every week. 

A few days before they are expected to leave, the persons to be 
repatriated will receive orders to leave the town ani will be obliged to 
present themselves at the indicated assembly centre, from whence they will 
move under convoy of the Citizens Militia, to III Centre of P.U.R., and within 
24. hours entrain. 

On receipt of his movement orders, each German must hand over to the 
house administration, his flat which will be in good order, and will be given a 
certificate. The absence of such a certificate may be evidence of his not 
having carried out his duty. 

The Vojevode of Stettin hass issued a warning that German repatriates 
damaging or destroying property which is to be left behind, will be severely 
punished by lawe Cases of theft of property left by the Germans, will likewise 
be dealt with. 


/The Polish population eseseeee 


a5 


The Polish population must assist to the utmost in the repatriation 
of Germans across the frontiers of the Polish Republic. A Committee has been 
established in Stettin, under the leadership of Ostrowski, which will control 
the evacuation and see that persons of German nationality are entirely 
excluded from the-biét—ef the Polish population of Stettin. 

At the same time a German Committee has been established in Stettin. 
This Comittee deals with evacuation problems. The President of the Comittee, 
with Dr. Hans Draeger at its head, was received by the Mayor of Stettin, who 
stated that the Polish authorities had taken steps to assure the repatriated 
German population, the best possible travel conditions. 

The first transport of Germans from Bialogrod, who are leaving 
voluntarily, are due to arrive in Stettin on 22nd February, 194.6. They will 
leave for the British Zone on the same day. 


Lieut. Colonel F.L. Carroll, representative of the Combined 


Repatriation Executive, has for the past two days been in Stettin, in 


connection with the repatriation of Germans. Lieut. Colonel Carroll was 
Com 


accompanied by temt. Konarski, representative of the Polish Reparation Mission 
A G mrrandt~ 

in Berlin. Colonel Carroll and brew’. Konarski were received by the Mayor 

of Stettin, Lieut. Colonel Horkowicz, the President of the town, engineer 
Zaremba and by the head of P,U.R. - citizen Sowinski. They were informed of 


technical preparations and the plan for the evacuation of the German 


population from Pomerania. 
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C.R.X. 
(Combined Repatriation Executive) 
120 Allied Control Authority Building. 
BERLIN. 
US APO 742 or BAOR. 


30th March, 194.66 


DP Division, Bunde, 
1. Gov. Detachment, 8 


Herewith copies of report of SWALLOW Operation, which were 


ived in this office to-day, having been incorrectly addressed. 


F,L, CARROLL, Lieut. Colonel, 
Combined Repatriation Executive. 


cory. 
CONFIDENTIAL. 
SUBJECT :=- Report of Swallow Operation. Ref :- _CON/1. 
To :- Lieut. Colonel Carroll, 


C.R.X. Roan 29, 
Allied Control Authority, Berlin. 


Fran :- Captain R.J.S. Thompson, zi 
British Liaison Team, Stettin. 5th March, 1946. 


Everything went well after Lieut. Colonel Carroll left Stettin until 
at 1000 hours on the 27th February, 1946, Bdr. Wenlock reported that he had seen 
a train arrive in the station with Germans on board. I proceeded to the station 
and confimed these Germans had come from the interior and were going to the 
British Zone. At the camp I saw Lt. Col. Pivokoski, Commandant of Etap NoeJe, 
the camp for onward transmission of expellees by rail. He also md not bem 

informed $ It took 2} hours for documentation and de-lousing of these 1,500 
expellees, and they were billeted in the camp for that night. ‘The intention was 
to move these expellees by train to Bad Segeburg at 0800 hours on the morning of 
the 23rd. 


Late in the evening of the 22nd, Mr. Sowinski informed me that the train 
had been held up by the Russian authorities at Passiwalde, and they did not know 
when it would arrive in Stettin. 


On the morning of the 23rd, Germans from Stettin were moved into Etap 3 
in batches of anything from 50 to 100 and again I was not informed. I immediately 
warned Lt. Col. Pivokoski of the danger of having the camp full of Germans and 
then having a train arrive from the interior with another 1,500 Germans. He 

carried on bringing in Germans into the camp. 


In the afternoon of the 23rd I went down to the docks to see how work 
was progressing on the "Sea-camp" and found to my surprise that it was full of 
Germanse Again I had not been informed. The Commandant of the camp assured me 
that these Germans were only "fur bauen" and were not going to the British Zone. 
He also stated emphatically that movement by sea would begin on the 10th March. 
Request confirmation. 


On Monday 25th, there was a heavy fall of snow and it was bitterly cold. 
"Eagle" lorries had to turn back and remain in Stettin for 24 hours as the roads 
were too treacherous. Still no sign of the train from Passiwalde, and no infor 
mation ast its eventual arrival in Stettin. 


On the morning of the 27th, the train eventually arrived in Stettin. 
The Germans proceeded from camp to the station and entrained, This movement 
was chaotic due to a complete lack of organization on the part of the Polish 
Authérities, and also having too many people to do a simple job of work. { 
Incidentally, I was not informed of this move by the Polish Authorities but was 
present during its execution as I was informed of its happening by L/Cpl. Crann. 
Naninal rolls of personnel were made out in fact when all the personnel were in 
the train, by sending clerks through the train. That was the reason for the 


/nominal rolls being so 


Dor [ 


nominal rolls being so illegible (Ref. Capt. Tamlinson's signal 011615). ‘The 
train left Stettin at 1300 hours without a movement order being signed by Lt. 
Col. Pivokoski or by me. Immediately I discovered this, I saw Lt. Cole Pivokoski 
and he informed me that the railway officials had made a mistake and had 
despatched the train without his knowledge. I had then to proceed in the 
Volkswaggon to a station about 6 Kilometres from Stettin where I caught up with 
the train. I interviewed the Polish Officer in charge of the train and discovered 
that he had been given practically no orders whatsoever, eeg., he did not know 
anything about the movement order, he did not know the actual destination of the 
train but believed it to be Lubeck, and was very vague about what he was supposed 
todo. I had to brief him myself. 


On the afternoon of the 28th, the 2nd train for Germans leaving Stettin 
arrived. ‘The movement from camp to the station and the actual entraining proceeded 
in an orderly and efficient mamer. This was due to the fact that I had personally 
to arrange the internal administration and documentation in Etap Noe3. By some 
mischance I was informed by the Polish Authorities before the Germans actually 
left campe 


On the morning of the lst March, I arrived at Etap Noe}. about 0900 
hours and in the course of a personal conversation with Lt. Cole Pivokoski's 
secretary, I discovered quite casually that she believed that a train was leaving 
Stettin with Germans for Bad Segeburg from the "Sea-Camp". On arrival at the 
station I discovered this to be true. From the station to the "S 2 
main road w amass of ople exhausted with the effort of carrying their baggage 
a distance of 5 Kilometres through traffic. There was no semblance whatsoever of 
ordere 


With difficulty I managed to see Mre Sevinski. He apologized profusely 
for the mis vich had been made, arently due entirely to the Commandant of 
I decided that, as the Germans were already on the station and 
ain was there, that the train could go. The German doctors and nurses 
were brought to the station where theyexamined and disinfested all Germans on the 
train, which eventually left Stettin at 1800 hours. 


It is impossible to obtain any information about train arrivals and 
departures much in advance of the actual time at which they arrive or leave Stettin. 
It is therefore impossible for me to arrange that trains will arrive at the 
British Camp before mid-day (Ref. Capt. Tomlinson HQ 8 Corps Signal 011615). 


While snow was on the ground the Germans were able to take more baggage 
than they could carry because they used sledges. Now that the snow has 
disappeared it is becoming a bit of a problem, and Mr. Sevinski has reminded me 
of the terms of the agreement reached in Berline I have had to agree but have 
endeavoured to arrange that any excess baggage taken from Germans at Stettin is 
given to those Germans who have had their baggage stolen by Russians. (vide App. 

"A" on Russian incident). On one occasion it was discovered that one German 

woman had 3 enormous sacks as her baggage which she definitely could not carry 

and which was taken to the station by the Polish Authorities by lorry. One of these 
sacks was full of food and I have agreed that food in quantity will not be taken 
from Stettin by the Germans, but if discovered will be given to the kitchen for 
German people in the caupe 


During the period spent by Gernans/ 


-3- 9, 
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During the period spent by Germans in the camp, they received hot 
coffee in the morning, hot soup, bread, and coffee at mid-day, and hot coffee 
in the evening at 1700 hours. I had some trouble in the beginning to arrange 
even this as there were insufficient rations held by the camp. In addition, no 
water was laid on in the camp, and in fact I had to order them to use snow (boiled) 
as "Eagle" water wagon was broken down. The position is now under control. 
Request that I be informed of what is considered and adequate scale of rations. 


It has now been arranged that all personnel in hospital receive double 
rations and that all children under 3 years of age in the camp get an allocation 
of milk. 


On the subject of transport, I consider that the 2 x 15 cwts. are 
indispensable in addition to the Volkswaggon. The Polish Authorities are very 
short of transport and on occasions I have had to utilize the 15 cwts. for 
transporting old people to th station to avoid delaying the train. The 15 ecwts. 
are also essential for our own internal administration. For exampk, bringing coal, 
rations, furniture, etc. Finally, no spares are held by this Unit for any of the 
vehicles and if any vehicle breaks down, that vehicle is off the road for an 
absolute minimum of 7 days. 


On the subject of mail. I fail to understand why, in a set theatre of 
Operations, it appears to be impossible for mail to be forwarded to this unit on 
the first train, and does in fact require an important signal before anything can 
be done. The Officers and 0.R.'s in this Unit have not received any mail for at 
least one month. I consider the morale of this Unit to be very high, but am 
confident that if no mail is received, there will be a great deal of discontent 
and unrest. This is completely unnecessary. 


Radio, I now consider this essential, and if "Eagle" is done away with, 
may permission be granted to retain the radio and operators here in Stettin. 


Movement Orders. A specimen copy of the movement order being used is 
attached, 


Train Noe6. On the morning of the 6th March, I was informed by Lt. Col. 
Pivokoski that no trains would leave Stettin that day. In the afternoon at 1600 
hours I was again informed that no trains would leave that day. It was also 

agreed by Lt. Cole Pivokoski for the 3rd time that the nominal rolls would be 
completed in the camp before the Germans proceeded to the station. At 1800 hours 
a messenger arrived to tell me that a train was leaving Stettin that night, and 
that Germans were then leaving the campe The entrainment was canpleted by 1930 
hourse I returned to my rooms to await the movement order caming for signature. 
No movement order arrived. I returned to the station to find that the nominal 
rolls were being completed on the station by sending clerks (1 man and 2 wanen t) 
through the train. The train eventually left at 0130 hours on the 7th. This is 
typical of the type of co-operation obtained by Lt. Cole Pivokoski. He promises 
to do something and it is only after a great deal of trouble and checking up and 
insisting, that it is eventually done. This morning, the 7th March, nominal 
rolls are being made out in the campe 


A Medical Report is attached. 


SGD/ R.J.S. THOMSON. Captain, 
B.A.O0.R. for Candg. The British Liaison Team, Stettine 
RJST/DC. 


"Swallow". 


vettine 


Colonel Carroll on an inspection tour on his 
selected 15 minutes walk fron station. 
he station. The camp consists pe 
barbed wire and is in reasonable state of repair. 


decided upon, on arrival of the expellee: s that 


(4) ne! 
(ii) Dusted with D.D.T. and Medically examined. 
(iii) Custans. 
(iv) Billeted. 


(v) 


If the times of arrival and departures of trains were known or could be 
ized, th he is admirable. Otherwise constant variation is 
required and it is usually only with eat difficulty that we can persuade the 
Polish Authorities that the train cannot leave until D.D.T. and examination has 
been carried out. 


German Doctors are employed - one on duty 24 hr/day, and a second 
when a train appearse The system works on a rostae 


20 German Nurses with a Norwegian Sister in charge. 


[he doctors appear disinterested and have required some discipline. 
and nurses appear to be satisfactory. 


Polish doctor usually visits each day and arranges reception of sick 
to a Polish - German hospital. 


Acute and Infectious Cases - To Polish-German Hospital. The families 
are retained until the patients are fit to travel. 


1. Chronic Cases - Requiring no tieatment/no treatment available. 
These are allowed to proceed to Lubeck. 


2. Chronic Cases - Requiring treatment. Retained and treated until 
fit to travel. The families are also retained. 


ae /OLD PERSONS 


OLD PERSO 


1. Those about to die in 1 - 2 days are retained together with 
families. 


2 Those about to die in near future are allowed to travel with 
families. 


Most families with old people express the wish to travel. 


On arrival or departure (depending on daylight) expellees are examined 
by German doctors and then dusted with D.D.T. Any sick or very aged are removed 
to sick bay to await dispersal and receive treatment. 


Ration scale is variable but it has been arranged that all people in 
the sick bay receive double the ordinary ration and that all children under the 
age of 3 years receive milk, 


The average deaths for a trainload of 1,500 persons is approximately 
in Stettin. 


Seabies is prevelant - about = Of totel personnel. 
Head lice is also about 4 personnel. 


Baggage has been dusted on every occasion, and on 2 occasions when all 
expellees had boarded the train before this Liaison Team was notified, the train 
personnel and baggage were dusted. 


The average general health is higher than one would expect and there 
have been no cases of frank starvation. Weakness and exhaustion from under-feeding 
etce, have been obvious. 


Transport from Sick-bay to station for all personnel in Sick-bay has 
been arranged and one carriage is used as a hospital carriage under the charge of 
two German Sisters. Where trained personnel can be found among the expellees, the 
Stettin mursing staff are not employed. 


It is emphasized that the shortage of hospital accammodation is acute 
and that the retention of chronic-cases and/or a ged people for whom little can be 
done in the way of treatment, is virtually impossible. Cases of that kind are only 
retained when death is imminent. 


Shortage of medical supplies is naturally acute and treatment is very 
limited particularly so for German personnel. 


B.A.0. R SGD/ JAMES E. MUIR, Captain, 
JEM/DC. S.M.0., The British Liaison Team, Stettin. 


Copy to := The S.M.0O. 


Additional to report : 


Mr. Sevinski has informed me that the Russian Authorities are not 
going to hand over the jetty that Lte Col. Carroll saw when he was in Stettin. 
They are giving instead a jetty about 6 Kilometres from here which I Thee not 
yet seen. He informed me also that no facilities exist for a camp near the 
jetty but that there is a small station near this jetty. I also understand it 
cont in the middle of a Russian Area and it is therefore better to avoid any 

ssible incidents. 


The intention is now to move the German expellees who are leaving by 
sea, first of all through Etap 3, then by train direct to the jetty and straight 
on to the ship. I have agreed to the "Sea-Camp" being closed as a transit camp 
as it is too far from the station to be suitable. Incidentally, the Commandant 
of the "Sea-Camp" has heen dealt with. 


The new station platform which is only 300 yards from Etap 3 will be 
ready for use in about 2 weeks time. 


SGD/ R.J.S. THOMSON, Captain, 
for Comdg. The British Liaison Team, Stettin. 


- phonetical spelling. 


Additional to Report : 


Ref. H.Q. 8 Corps District signal 151430. No unaccompanied children 
If there are any at Bad it is because German 
3 who have looked after them as their own children all the way from the 
interior to Stettin and then to the itish Zone, have decided in d Segeburg 
that their responsibility ends there. It is impossible for us here to do any- 
thing about this. 
Ration Systeme Rations Officers and men are drawn from the 
Polish Authorities magasin weekly and handed over to the ration storeman for 
with whom the men feed. s rati e taken to our own mess. 
Certain articles cannot be obtained from this magasin and must be purchased 


locally. or this purpose I draw money periodically and for which I account 


by handing in stamped receipts for what I have purcha 


rch, 19.6. for Comds itish Liai Team, Stettin. 


Several incidents have been reported to 
e being stolen and physical 411 tre 
way from the interior to Stettin. 
fact that there were lish Guards on the train. In each case the 
oceurred in the rear of +1 brain and I can only conclude that the 


Guards winked at these incidents. 2” political situation in Poland is 


quate explanation of the negative action taken by these guardse 


Incidentally there has been a certain amount of theft of baggage by Poles in 
J gg J 


way to the station. In only one incident was I able to 
now been dealt with. 
reported to station that one German 
woman had had he gage stolen en route from f t. station by a 


Russian soldier. here the 


barracks by 
out his men and have an identification parade i s more than willing. 
man was not there. I reported the incident Stettin, 


who forwarded it the R an Commandant. No further incide with Russians 


have occurred between the camp and the station ice then. 


ScD/ R.J.S. THOMSON, Captain, 
for Comdg. The British Liaison Team, Stettin. 


continue 
communications. 


I under d 1 should be informed of this. 


Comdg. The British Liai 


copy o 
him to Wax ipparent] {ir for Cc é was worried 
having this here in t He is bringing back permission 


Atta’ lat ee eae 
(y ritten) ior having tne 


1 COORDINATING COMMITTER 


~~ 


HQ PW & DP Division, - lr 
Main HQ Control Commission for 
Germany (BE), 
BUNDE, 


B.A.O.R. 


To: Advance HQ, 
PW & DP Division, 
Control Commission for Germany (BE) 
BERLIN, 
SUBJECT: Operation Swallow 


report on Swallow given to 
on Saturday 23 March, Please find 


copies of bre m figures of Expellees arriving in 
in which may be useful as anmunition for 


to 


2, 
Schleswi j 
the negotiations with the Poles, 


A.K.JONES, Major, 
for Chief PW & DP Division. 


Covy to:=- Exec 2, 


AKI/MH. 


eee ee SEE SEES 

| Died on Train or Total on 
| immediately after | train 
arrival 


1,532 
1,554 
1,554 
2,067 
1,652 
1,67. 
1,883 
1,732 
1,548 
1,733 
1,864 
1,741 
1,742 
1,546 
1,598 


Tors | | | | F 255137 


cs — Operation "SWALLO 


ae 
"Died on Train or 
| imediately after 
arrival 


i 


Women 
Fit 


2 Women 
1 Man 


1 Women 


i Women 
Unfit Fit | Unfit 


| Poppendor? | 30 


1,55 
| 1, 55% 

s | | 2,067 
1,652 
1,671 
1,883 
1 Women | 1,732 
| | 1,508 

| 7 ney : a 
bes | 1,864 


Segcberg, 


1,761 
1,742 
1,546 
1,598 


| 6 25,457 
11,545 | ! | 3 
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TD, MOV 793 OF MARC 
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DIO MAR 281300A 


IAVE SIGNALLED 


ACCORDINGLY. 


to Chief ...4 
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C.R.X. 
Repatriation 
20 Allied Control Authority |} 


US APO 742 


26 March 1946. 


ion, Advance HQ, Control Commission for Germany (BE), 


g: DP Division; Main HQ, Control Commission for Gemnany (BE) , 


We are ‘ ing hereto communications received from Soviet Deleg 
CRX as an indic n of their interest in the welfare of Germans passing 
e have requested the Polish Member of CRX to make the 


necessary arran ger 


4) / 
. 4 
4 (Ugpnr’ e 
on 
BT ROLL, 
Lieutenant Colonel, 


Combined Repatriation Executive. 


COMBINED REPATRIATION EXECUTIVE 


(CRX) 


fo: the British member of CRX 
the Polish member of CRX 


SUBJECT: ‘Transfer of Germans from Foland. 


Recently it has been found that isolation cars were absent 
from trans leaving Poland by the Southern route. ‘The chief of the 
WEHRKIRCH station has to unload passengers from one carriage and transfer 
them to other carriages, thus over-crowding them, in order to improvise an 
isolation car. 

Please give instructions to the appropriate authorities that 
each train should be provided with an isolation car, as otherwise there is 


a danger of disease spreading among the other repatriated persons. 


(signed) 


Lieutenant Colonel MASLENNIKOV 


Soviet member of CRX. 


C.R.X. 

(Combined Repatriation Executive) 
20 Allied Control Authority Building 
BERLIN 
US APO 742 or BAOR 


22 March 1946. 


MEMORANDUM: 


TO : Chief, PW & DP Division, Advance HQ, Control Commission for 
Germany (BE), BERLIN, BAOR. 


I am enclosing copy of letter received from Lt. Colonel GROUSE, 
0.C. Team at Kalawsk, which was only received today, having taken three weeks 


to reach me. 


W 
NZ ASE 
F. L. CARROLL, 
Lieutenant Colonel, 
Combined Repatriation Executive. 


Incl: as above. 


COPY TO: Lt. Colonel BROOKING, 
Main HQ, PW & DP Division, 
Control Commission for Germany (BE), 
BUNDE, BAOR. 


Brvsarne hers harris onw 


Brace, leaks . Thay Sheaes, 1eteant 


7 
Pa Forlag Axe Cheah 15 ~ As 


KOHLFURT. 


1 March 1946. 


My Dear Carroll, 


Herewith a copy of the letter which I am sending (when Polish version is comple te) 
to our friend the Governor. I hope I have not overdogm the diplomacy! 


Reference paragraph 7: When we had cleared train No. 6 to schedule, we were 
told that there was a complication about the Guard, but I only realised the massive 
nature of this snag when I found the train still there the next morning. Apparently 
the Polish Army boys don't want their people to take the train into the Utopian 
British Zone for reasons which I can guess. Efforts are being made to get 2 gather) 
a guard of special Police. Meanwhile the train (No.6) which came in p,m. 26 February, 
is still in the station (1800 hours 28 February), and No. 7 which came in a.m. 

27 February is also there. Bteslau has 'phoned Warsaw, etc. etc., but we still wait. 
Poor Reclevsky is nearly off his rocker over the food complication and I am also 
convinced that there is a certain amount of looting going on while the trains are 
waiting. There are also two more trains behind them on the line. What a beauty} 
Otherwise things are much easier. The Governor arrived just after you left on 
Sunday, too late to go to Gorlitz, so bang went my one precious bottle of Scotch - 
sacrificed on the altar of Allied cordiality. For Pete's sake get us some more 
booze and also some tea and milk! We are having dinner in our house tonight for 

the first time and Reclevsky has done us proud with a bottle of really good brandy, 
bless him. 


Hope you got back safely. My regards to the excellent Commander Konarski. 


Yours ever, 


Peter Grouse. 


P.5. Shall be glad of your views on the question of "excessive valuables" referred to 
in para 5. 


P.P.S.0430 hours, 1 March. New escort arrived. Train No. 6 due out this morning. 


N 


COPY British Liaison Mission, 
oy KALAWSK. 


To:- His Excellency The Governor of LOWER SILESIA, 
WROCLAW (BRESLAU) . 1 March 1946. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to submit for Your Excellency's notice a report on the 
process of examining the expellees from New Poland on their way to the British 
Occupied Zone of Germany. 


1. GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS. 


(a) I am happy to say that the essential arrangements for the smooth running 
of the operation have been much improved since its start. 


(b) All coaches are now numbered on each side; a leader is appointed by the 
Polish Authorities at the starting point and provided with nominal rolls of the 
people in his wagon. 


(c) Polish Police are employed to call forward each wagon load in turn, for 
medical inspection end powdering with DDT, and the 1,500 odd people on each train 
are cleared in about 2: hours. 


(da) Feeding arrangements are now satisfactory, and expellees are provided 
with adequate rations for four days, usually including meat or fish, and coffee. 
Milk for children of whom there are large numbers on each train is still rather 
short, and I am somewhat worried lest very small children may be without any for 
the journey when present supplies are exhausted. Perhaps Your Excellency could 
re-assure me on this point. 


(e) German medical staff is now sufficient. 


(f) I may have to ask for improvements in the accommodation for medical 
inspection and powdering, depending on reports of their present efficacy as received 
from the British authorities. 


2. INVALIDS ON TRAINS. 


I am a little disturbed at the number of sick people on each train. For the 
first four trains my Medical Officer was too much engrossed in organising the 
medical inspection and dusting of those expellees who passed through the rooms 
set aside for these purposes. He did not have time properly to examine all those 
who were too weak or sick to leave the train, and who were dusted and inspected 
for infection on their wagons. 


My Medical Officer has now been able to examine trains No. 5, 6 and 7 more 
thoroughly and he informs me that at the lowest estimate 40 people on these three 
\ trains will have to go to hospital immediately on arrival in the British Zone. 


\ 


He is emphatic in his opinion that none of thesd had contracted their illness 
or weakness since their entrainment. 


As Your Excellency is aware this is directly contrary to the Agreement arrived 
at in Berlin and TI shall be very grateful if you will issue the necessary orders. 
= 


A conversation between the English speaking Polish doctor here (Doctor BOYCHOK) 
and myself prompts me to explain more fully the reason for this part of the Agreement. 


It was so stipulated by the British Authorities because hospital accommodation 
in the British Zone is not at present sufficient to receive large numbers of 
,, additional patients, but it is hoped that in a few months time it will be much 
|| improved. 


It is essential therefore that in the early periods of the operation only 
those are sent who can live in the homes provided, pending the preparation of 
increased accommodation for the hospital cases which we fully expect to receive 
in the later stages. 


From this it follows that even chronic invalids who will not be fit while the 
expulsion operation lasts should be retained until the latest possible. Further- 
more even if the able-bodied members of a family containing an invalid volunteer 
to go they should not be allowed to leave at this stage, because this will either 
mean splitting the family or bringing the whole family with the invalid; either 
of which is against the terms of the Agreement. 


I feel confident that when these reasons are understood the number of invalids 
per train will rapidly decrease. 


3. HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION IN KALAWSK. 
This has been much improved in the last few days. 


Doctor BOYCHOK tells me that he has now obtained most of the necessary 
equipment, but as it has only eleven beds it is not large enough for all 
contingencies. 


Your Excellency will therefore agree that this is an additional reason for 
seeing that only reasonably fit people are put on each train at the moment. In the 
later stages, when the sick are being evacuated, a larger hospital would appear to 
be necessary. 


4. SHORT NOTICE GIVEN TO EXPELLERS. 


Very many Germans have complained of the short notice at which they were ordered 
to move. Some say that they had only 5 minutes, others 30 minutes etc. I do not 
hecessarily believe all these stories, nor am I interested in the personal con- 
venience of the Germans except in so far as the terms of the Agreement are concerned. 


Here it is stipulated that they are free to take at least as much baggage as 
they can carry and it seems to me that if the notice given was really as short as 
stated, they could not have been able to collect all they desired to take. 


Certainly, from my own observations many have little more than a small bundle 
with them. 


5. CONFISCATION OF PERSONAL PROPERTY. 


Beginning with train No. 5, and scheduled to continue for all future trains, 
a small squad of soldiers, under an Officer, is searching all the expellees for 
| excessive valuables and money. 


ee 


Qn talking to the Officer in charge of this process, I find that he intends 
to interpret the expression "excessive" very liberally. He contends that no 
person should be allowed to take away more than one watch, one ring, and one chain 
or bracelet, nor does he intend to discriminate over the material of which the 
article is made, being just as firm over the confiscation of a cheap nickel- 
plated watch as he would be of a gold one. 


I hasten to say that the searches are normally carried out in a humane and 
decent manner (so far as I have seen) though yesterday evening, during my 
temporary absence from the Railway station, two of my British Soldiers found 
an old woman of 75 years being roughly handled by two Polish soldiers, who had 
taken all her valuables from her. 


One of my Officer's arrived with the Polish Officer and the result was that 
the old wanan was allowed to keep one watch, one ring, and one gold chain suspending 
a small crucifix. She had to give up two rings and another chain, none of great 
monetary value. 


I mention this incident merely to show Your Excellency that the present system 
does lay itself open to abuse, and would suggest that a Polish Officer is present 
at the search of each person. 


I must also point out that there is nothing in the Agreement which limits the 
amount of valuables that can be taken away by any person, though it would obviously 
be illegal for anybody to take away say, 20 or 30 gold watches. 


I shall therefore be glad to know whether or not Your Excellency agrees with 
the principle involved here, and in particular with the interpretation of this 
principle that has been adopted by the Officer responsible for the process. 


6. CURRENCY EXCHANGE. 


As mentioned in paragraph 5 above, the expellees are being deprived of all their 
money except 500 German Marks. 


This is in accordance with the Agreement, though some of the Germans were unaware 
of this restriction. 


Many however have little or no German, in addition to their Polish, money, with 
the result that they will arrive in the British Zone almost destitute. I cannot 
think that this will be entirely acceptable to the British Authorities, and I there- 
fore ask that an Official organisation for the changing of Zloty into Marks at the 
agreed rate, should be set up at the Railway station, KALAWSK. 


7. TRAIN ESCORT. 
The order for the Guard on train No. 6 to be changed has caused a grievous 


delay in the schedule of train departures and has added considerably to the 
problem of feeding the expellees. 


‘ 
I trust that the two train loads (over 3,000 people) now in the station will 
not have to remain there long. 


8. POLISH LIAISON OFFICER. 


There is an acute need for an English speaking Polish official, preferably a 
Military Officer, to live and work with me. 


a5e 


him I could give my required directions to the Police, the Train Escort, 


well as to the PUR Organisation, all of which at the 


iculties. 


Through 
Railway Officials etc., a 
moment present very real 


I icer can soon be found. 


am sending ritish Authorities. 
felt it my duty 


wish to impede 


Finally I wish to assure Your Excellency ti 


forward e ints 5 ioned in 


Jor {18 


(Combined Repatriation Executive) 
120 Allied Control Authority Building, 
BERLIN . 


U.S. APO 742 or B.A.0.R. 


28th March, 194.6. 


Chief, FY & DP Division, 
Advanced H.Q., 
Control Commission for Germany, 
(British Element) ., 
BERLIN, B.A.0.R. 
Main H.Q. 
Pw & DP Division, 
Control Commission for Germany, 
(British Element) ., 
BUNDE, B.A.0.R. 


Attached correspondence is forwarded to you for informatim 


and such action as you consider necessarye 


oe 


Chief OO vets 


eenver ore? boo ae euece® TS oeoe 
Chief «+ ° 34) 
SD . / 


8.0.1. (Policy) * ven.“ 


& * if 
30 Oe oc) ovoaveqeress® es 
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ediganstasmerayeer Rey 


Si Dek ilone eenesie ig 


v 


P.A. to Chief skactneans te e* 


Gor lt 


C.R.X. 
(Combined Repatriation Executive) 
120 Allied Control Authority Building, 
BERLIN . 


U.S. APO 742 or B.A.0.R. 


CRX/5 715/655 28th March, 19.6. 


To t= 


Chief, PY & DP Division, 
Advanced H.Q., 
Control Commission for Germany, 
(British Element) ., 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 


Main H.Q., 
PW & DP Division, 
Control Commission for Germ 
(British Element) ., 
BUNDE, B.A.0.R. 


Attached correspondence is fo} 


and such action as you consider necessea 


phar 


MOP/ JMC. Le CARROLL, Lieut. Colonel, 
combined Repatriation Executive. 


Kohlfurt. 


2lst March, 1946 - Despatched 22 March. 


Dear Brigadier, 
Thank you very much for your letter of 15th March. 


With it came a most welcome parcel of 1,950 cigarettes, and a 
parcel of A.F. Blank. 


I will go through your letter point by point. 


le Parcel of hurricane lamps, candles, etc., NOP received. I understamd 
from Tobin that he was expecting a similar consignment, and when the parcel 
reached him he appropriated it, thinking it was for him. But I'm not very 
clear about this. 


We brought a Union Jack with us. 


2« Don't worry unduly about Beer; the Poles give us a little. But it 
would be nice to have our own if it can be done. 


3e A monthly issue of Spirits was NOT made on departure of team. We 
did not smell a cork § The Officers presumably had the Jan. issue, but we are 
still lacking those for Febe and Mar. It really is needed, if only for our 
fairly numerous visitors, who probably take a dim view of not being offered 
anything. 


he The cigarette dtuation is obscure. We had 100 cigarettes in the 


welfare parcel I mentioned, received about 9th March, and which was intact 
when received. 


Last night a parcel containing 1,950 cigarettes arrived, also intact 
with seals unbroken. Thés does not fit in with your saying that 2 lots of 
2,500 were sent on 5th and 17th March. 


But each person got about 190 cigarettes from this new consignment, 
and if the normal supply despatched on 19th March arrives, we shall be well set 
up even without the other parcels. 


(Incidentally the parcel that came last night seemed to be a welfare 
parcel from READING). 


be We are on AC current, and 250 Volts. 

66 We have not yet (AM 21 Mar) had any tea, milk, etc., but I have 
to-day had a chit from 709 saying that 2 DDT boxes containing such things 
have been sent. Unfortunately the train Noe was not filled in, but I am 
hoping we shall get them. 

Tobin is doing his best to help about N.A.A.F.I. etc., At his request 
we have sent him money for purchasese I did not think that such things were { 
really his business, but that he was merely the forwarding agent. 
7e Trains are now being filled up to 1750 each. Yesterdays had 1780 odd. 


8. Dusters and accessories safely received. 


/9e The Poles 


9 The Poles are anxious to start 3 trains a day, md for my part 
I'm prepared to start as soon as I have yor permission and as soon as the 
2nd interpreter arrives. 


Yesterday I was told that a Polish Liaison Officer will be here 
very shortly. He is a Colonel 3 His presence will mke a great difference, 
and is essential before we step things up. 


But how the dickens the Poles are going to manage 3 trains daily, 
I do not know. I have made it quite clear that I cannot have my small staff 
on tap at all hours of the night, waiting for overdue trains. But they can't 
even run two trains punctually, let alone three 1 The morning trains are now 
arriving in the afternoon, and are being dealt with in the afternoon; the 
afternoons trains are arriving at dusk, waiting overnight ani being processed 
next morning. 


As Jong as they continue their present scale of lateness, no harm 
is done beyond having missed one train on 18th March, but if they go on 
getting later and later it will man missing one train every few days. 


Yesterday a fairly big wig from Breslau came to see me, and was 
horrified when he learnt of trains being so late; he had not heard of it, 
in spite of my having sent two telegrams. 


I trust they will buck up, but everything is in such disorder that 
they will not find it easy. 


10. Am glad you are getting on with leave and release; my senior N.C.0. 
(Corporal Chamberlain) is already 10 days overdue for leave. 


ll. Styles can go back if he's wanted badly. I should much prefer to 
have a British Medical Officer, but I have 3 good German Doctors here, and I 
think we can manage. I have already endorsed a letter from Styles to Colonel 
Beamish to this effect. 


12. I keep pointing out to the Poles how inconvenient it is without W.T. 
communications, and they all say they will take it up immediately, I think it may 
come through eventually. 

136 When the change over of Officers and 0.R.'s takes place, could it be 

made the opportunity to change this horrid little car of mine ? 


I am ashamed to be seen in it. The proper car for these roads, and to 
uphold the prestige of the British Army is a 4 x 4 Humber, and a really shiny 
one § 


ly. When I write to you, or to Carroll, or to Tobin, in future, I shall 
send each of the other two a copy of the letter concerned. 


I have done this already in at least two cases. 


I have still not recovered the last consignment of 65 tins which went 
through here in error for Breslau and I'm beginning to despair of doing so. 


/We have 


We have enough to last until about lst April, so I trust we shall 
have further supplies by then. 


I will of course go on hanmering about the lost lot, but it's like 
kicking against Mount Everest $ 


Cole F.L. Carroll, 0.B.E., RE. 
t., Adv. H.Q., 
Control Commission for Germny (B.E)., 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 


EM. Tobin, 
(R) Det. Mil. Gove, 
B. A. OE 


P.S. Since writing above, a grand consignment has arrived from Tobin, 


1,000 Cigarettes. 
Teae 
Milk. 
Sugare 
Some Tinned food, 
Magazines. 
Chocolate. 


We have now practically all we want for the moment. Except drink. 
Very many thanks for seeing about it. 


? 
PW & I Division, } SG } 
\dvaneed Headquartdrs, 
86-5139 Gontrol Camissia for Germany 
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28th Marah, 1946. 
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Attention of Major Lee 2 = ae 


411 you please submit the attached paper to the Governmental 
sub-Comnaittee as early as possible to enable us to know their views 
for our next Directorate Meeting on Sth April, 1946. 


V4 
(ALS 
ARE y 
KX A 


> 
(8 ago 


Ge Be VAUGHAN-HUGHES , 
Lite Cod. 
for Chief, PW & DP Division. 


March, 1946, 


Report by the British Member on Failure by Polish Authorities to 
Comply with agreed conditions as to humane movement 


in the transfer of German Minority Expellees to the 
British Zone of Germany. 


1. The transfer of German expellees from Poland, Fs Zone in 
execution of the Potsdam Agreement p esaripy on 28th pC. eke blot pick March 
a total of oD such ‘German expellees have been received Be a a 
Ze Reports from the Receiving authorities, checked and verified by 
Senior Officers, show that the conditions of movement are not being satisfactorily 
observed, particularly in the respects noted below: - 

(a) A high proportion of sick expellees are being included. There 
have been a number of cases of deaths, both on the trains and 
after arrival, of people too old or too i11 to stand the journey. 
Many are so ill that they have to be taken straight to hospitals. 
Anumber of women nearing confinement are being sent, and births 
have occurred on the trains or in the reception camps. 

Rations 

Expellees are not being sent with one day's reserve ration as 
agreed. A number of them report that the rations issued were 
insufficient, and that they would have suffered greatly had not 
the Russian authorities arranged for some food to be issued 
during the journey. 

Polish train guards are not effeotive. People not entitled 

to travel enter the trains en route, and the guards do not ensure 
that people remain on the trains ‘The totals despatched and 

the nominal rolls received did not correspond with those held by 
the guards on many occasions. 

A high proportion of the expellees consists of very old, weak 
and sick people. Only 20% are men and an even smller 
percentage are fit men of an age to work (between 15-60). 

Thus it would appear that what the Polish Authorities are transferring 
is not, as agreed at Potsdam, the German minority population, but 
a selection of it designed to transfer 4% million of the sick and 


otherwise less useful part of the German minority into Western 


Germany 


In addition to the above matters which have been verified, the 
expellees make other allegations that conditions of expulsion are not humane. 
These statements may be exaggerated but the scanty amount of baggage carried 
appears to support accusations that insufficient notice of eviction is being 
given and it is evident that many have been robbed of personal possessions on 
the waye 
lee Since the facts reported in Para. 2 above indicate breaches of the 
agreed conditions of the transfer, the Directorate is asked to take note of this 
report from the British Zone. As the transfer is being carried out under the 
Directorate on orders of the Control Council it is requested that the Directorate 
should report this matter to the Co-ordinating Committee, and recommend that the 


necessary action be taken to ensure that either the agreed humane conditions 


of transfer are observed by the Polish Government, or that the transfer shall be 


suspended. 


MESSAGE AND MATL CENTRE 
ADVANCED H.Q, (BERLIN) 
CONTTOL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY (BE) 
Outgoing RESTRICTED Message 


IMMEDIA OYB 6867 
DIO MAR 271500A 

FROM: BERCOMB ' ret. 

TO: 508 (R) MIL GOV DET FOR SWALLOW TEiM STETTIN, 


342 (2) MIL GOV DET: CONCOMB 


Becc (594. 
FROM COMBINED REPATRIATION EX NUMBER 673. 
REFRESENTATIONS Tat BY Mu OLISH AUTHORITIES BERLIN THAT TERMS 
OF AGREEVENT ARE NOT oNING SULA IL Ik “OLLOWING RESPECTS: - 
(A). EXCELLE! JIN OF INS ICIENT FOOD FOR JOURNEY AND TRAINS 
ARRIVING WITHOUT ONE DAYS RUSEUG U.TTONS. 
(3) LITTLE NOTICE GIVEN PRIOR TO EXEULSION. 
IN CONSEQUENCE EXEELLESS ARRIVE BRITISH ZONE WITH FEW BELONGINGS 
AND WITHOUT BEDDING AND COOKING UTENSILS. 
(c) PREGNANT WOMEN NEAR PARTURITION ARE BEING SENT. 
OKN ON JOURNEY. 


(dD) ; TE ARE iG B 


MANY HAVE TO DE HOSPITALISED ON ARRIVAL AND THERE HAVE SEEN MANY 


DEATHS ON ARRIVAL BRITISH ZONE AND DURING JOURNEY. 
(z) VAST MAJORITY OF EXTHLIEES BEING SENT TO BRITISH ZONE ARE VERY 
OLD UNFIT TO WORK OR IN POOR HEALTH. 
SIMILAR MESSAGE REIN \MHED "SWALLOW" TEAM KaLAWSK. 
3. ‘YOU WILL INFOxW SH a OKITins JTETTIN THAT YOU ARE AUTHORISED TO 


ENSURE THAT DERLIN / 


DISTRIDUTION: 


GRX(Br) (2) 
Secretariat (4) 
Transport Div (2) 
Folitical Div (3) 
M & MC (3) 


JHH/IP 


Ce OND MIL 
WANCED HQ (E 
CONTROL CONMISST 


Outgoing RESTRICTED Ne 


TMEDIATE 
ove 6872 
DEO MAR 271 700A 


peca 6596 AHQ 11102/3 (SEC ¥) 
REF COLL/G/255 OF 20 MARCH, 
SUBJECT IS CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH GERM'NS ARE BEING TRANSFERRED FRO 
FOLAND. 
SOME OF THE ALLEGATTONS. ON INVUSTIG’TION YE CONSIDER PROVED BUT OTHERS 
EXAGGERATED AND TNACCURATS SOME > He Y REPORTS OF CONDITIONS. 
1 EOLAND, 
SENTATIONS HAVE BEEN 
(QO POLISH REPATRIATION MEWISTRY THAOUGH POLISH MEMEER ATTACHED TO CRX ON 


23 MARCH, MATTER ALSO I RATSED AT RECTORATE MEETING ON 


SENT TO THE 
ND ALL POSSIBLE 


LITISH ZONE WHERE FULL 


I ch alee eee = 
puty Military Scverrc 
- retention I] 
PA/Political Advi 
A/DCOS (Policy) 
Chief Secretary 
Seoretariat 


—_ 


ee es 


ae 
(Gombined riation “xecutive) 
1 Allied ¢C Ol Authority Building 


Qn, US APO 742 BAOR 


VSWSCS53 


Combined Nepetriation ixeeutive 


Team, Kalewsk. 


greenent signed in BERLIN on the transfer of German 
opulation from Poland to B Ones 


On the instructi as of the Chief, Pw and pi ivisior British Zone, 

olish authorities in Berlin have been informed > agreemer is 

bein; roperly observed by despatchiny mthority, perticularly in the 
tter of } 1e@ movement, Principal foulte are:- 


Se Sxpellees complain of insufficient food for the urney and treins 


. 


errive in the British Zone without one dey's rations in reserve. 


b. Reports indicate that very short notice is given orior toe pulsion; 
in consequence many pe¢llees arrive with few belongings, and thout 


Pregnant women 1 4 t and childrer 


during t 


have been severe 
iritish Zone, 


! 


pellees being eent to 
poor health, 


in Breslau that you have 
greenent is fulfilled. 


instructed in line with abeve. 


so GARROLL 
Lt. Colonel, 
C.RoXe 


MESSAGE AND MATL CENTRE 
ADVANCED H.Q.( BERLIN) 
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY( BE) 
Outgoing UNCLASSIFIED Message 


BERCOMB oyB 68! 

os DTO BR’ 2616554 
CONCOMB 

508(R) MIL GOV DET 

HQ MIL GOV, 


H.NOVER REGION. 


6583 PROM COMBINED REPATRIATION EXECUTIVE NUMBER 668, 


SUBJECT: SuuJLO%. SOVIETS HAQUEST THAT THEIR THaIN CONDUCTING 
OFFICERS, WHO .CCOMG,NY TINS aCROSS THEIR ZONE FROM POLAND, BE 
1 TC Bw RR VARTENTHOL «ND 
ALVERSDORF CaMicS. YHIS Miselyx ®O VSNITENCE AS TR*TN CONDUCTING 
OFFICERS EXPERINCE GR&AT DIFFICULTY IN CONNECTING WITH TRAINS ON 
THEIR RETURN FROM YHE Cans. 
DISTRIBUTION: 


CHX( Br) 
Political Div 


Hi be ied Div 
Manpower Div 


M& M 


CES/IP 


(Combined Repatriation Executive) 
Allied Control Authority Building 


BERLIN 
BERLIN 


APO 74.2 or BAOR 
March 1946. 


ransfer of Germans from Poland. 
XP Division, Advance HQ, Control Commission for Germany (BE), 


DP Division, Control Commission for Germany ( 


We are attaching hereto communications received from 0. C. Team 


at Kohlfurt dated 16 March and 19 March for any action you deem necessary. 
y Af 


Louw . 


L. CARROLL, 
Si wutomuct Col ener 
Combined Repatriation Executive. 


stated. 


Kohlfurt. 
16 Mar 46. 
Dear Carroll, 


Things are going on fairly smoothly now, though I still find myself getting 
angry at least once a day over some inanity or other. 

As a matter of interest, I attach a list of train arrivals and departues up 
to train Noe 38, with the numbers checked through by us on each, and the numbers 
received in the British Zone as shown on those movement orders which we have 
received back. 

In this connection; the retum of these trains is very irregular; for instance, 
trains that left here as 17-2). incl arrived back in the order 18, 19, 21, 20, 24, 17, 
22, 23. 

A letter from Tobin at 709 R Det dated 7 Mar did not arrive here till 13 Mar - 
though the return joumey takes normally only two days. 

This may account for the dismal delay in producing any NAAFI rations, tea, 
milk and toilet paper, or a newspaper all of which were asked for immediately after 
our arrival here on 18 Feb, but which have not arrived to date. 

Not one of the men has a cigarette left, and nobody has had a cup of tea for a 
week. But everybody is in good heart and we know that people are trying. I am worried 
lest they may have been sent and gone astray. 

There are three rather important points I want to bring up. 


1. Return of Polish D.Ps to Poland. 

I attach two statements made by Poles recently arrived from Bremen (I'm told). 
I do not believe the part about the food provided being merely that given them by 
Polish troops out of charity. Not included in written statement; stated orally to 
my Interpreter. This is probably a distortion of the fact that Polish Drivers were 
in charge of the food lorries. 

But the statement about the lack of stoves in the train between Bremen and 
Yolfsburg is borne out by quite independent witnesses. 

You will see that such reports put me right on the spot, as if I remark on the 
absence of say, stoves, in a train, the answer is "Well, look at the way the British 
are treating the Polish D.Ps; can you expect us to treat the Germans better? 

Could a full statement on the conditions under which these D.P's, incl feeding 
and heating, be sent to me as a parry to the reposte which may be made to my attack? 

I may say that in spite of this opportunity for recrimination, the Poles here 
do try to play. But it's not easy; from train No. 37 no fewer than 40 coaches from 
the 54 occupied, were without stoves. 


2. Folish "Custom House" at Kohlfurt. 

The numbers of people arriving here independently is getting large and may go 
on increasing; yesterday we put 270 people on the two trains. 

The Polish Authorities here have established a Customs Control in the station, 
to which all the baggage of the newcomers has to go for investigation. 

It's a pretty thorough process, and the Boche aren't left with mich worth 
having after they've been through. f 

In particular, the Poles are confiscating anything that is not definitely worn; 
anything NEW is pouched. 

As I see it, there are no grounds for the assumption that new articles are 
forfeit, but I'd like your ideas and advice on whether I should take it up. 

The confiscation of articles of value here has stopped after my letter to the 
Governor though I am not sure that it is not going on at the collecting centres. 


Sys 


I'm afraid I was rather rude to the man in charge of Customs yesterday, as 
it made me rather disgusted to see old women being robbed; for such the act 
appeared to me to be. 


3e "Stateless" Persons. 


Yesterday, on the train which stopped here bringing Polish D.Ps from the 
British Zone en route somewhere else, there were about 6 miserable women who had 
been sent back to (or had volunteered for) Poland. When ti ot here, the Poles 
said they were Germans, not Poles, and are putting them on this morning's train 
for the British Zone. 

They had just completed the frightful journey fran Bremen, and they had had 
to go through the "Customs" again here when everything was ripped up and quite a 
lot taken (in spite of having only arrived that morning). ‘They were then faced 
with the prospect of an equally foul return journey, and their state was really 
distressing. 

I understand that they were people who took German Nationality in 1940, in 
which case the Poles had every reason to send them back. 

But can anything be done to ensure that these people are acceptable to the 
Poles before they are sent away by us? 

I hope you can come and see us again soon. Any chance of that horrible 
little car being changed? 


Yours ever, 
D. GROWSE. 


Lt. Col. F. L. Carroll, OBE, RE, 
CRX, Advance ; 

1 Commission for Germany (BE) , 
BERLIN, BAOR. 


Copy to:- Brig. R.C.B. Anderson, DSO, MC Major E. M. Tobin, 
229 Mil Gov Det. 709(R) Det Mil Gov. 
Hanover Region, BAOR. 
BAOR. 


P.S. I hope Hanover have told you the names of the two soldiers who are inA&S 
Gp 28? (BLOWES, RAMC and LEE, RASC). 
Also those of the 1 offr and 2 OR who are due for leave this month? (Capt. 
MAGEE, due 27 Mar, Cpl. CHAMBERLAIN, due 12 Mar and Bdr. RAWLES, due 18 Mar). 
I also have two men due.on 12 Apr. Dvrs. JAGGER and PELL, both RASC. 
I do hope reliefs can be arranged? As you see, 2 are overdue. I don't know 
when A&S Gp. 28 goes, but it must be soon and these men will have a very 
real grumble if they are retained improperly. 


1 NO. 1381 A. 


The train left Delmenhorst Camp at 1900 hrs on the 13 Mar 46, and arrived 
at Wolfsburg Camp at 1100 hrs 14 Mar 46. There was no heating of any kind on 
the train, and at Delmenhorst Canadian ii.Ps threatened a man with shooting, 
when he tried to collect some firewood. For the hourney to Wolfsburg, the 
rations consisted of 2 kg Red Cross parcels for 3 persons. ‘Two children, 3 and 
5 years, died on the way, probably fran exposure. There was no doctor on the 
train. 


At Wolfsburg we received 5 litre of pea soup per person. Left at 1900 hrs 
1, Mar 46 by lorry for Marienthal. Boarded the train at 2400 hrs at Marienthal. 
the whole journey to Poland, we received the following rations at Marienthal:- 


Marmalade 

Meat 

Fish 

Biscuits 

Sugar ) per head. 
Butter 

Milk 

Coffee 

Peas 


Bread / kg. per 966 persons. 


We received no coal for the journey, although this train had stoves in 
it. e had to steal fuel on the way. 


6. 


Kalawsk. 1) Mar 
transport number two was started from the station Bremerferde on 

10 Mar 46. We haa been put in canpletely dirty wagons which were not warm 

and were without any stove. After 28 hours we had reached the station 
Wolsburg, where we stayed the whole 36 hours. The food for us was very 
little, for 25 repatriates, we got one little box of fish or marmalade, and 
for 3 persons 800 gr bread. For the small children we received nothing. There 
were many children only a few weeks old. e had no doctor's care and we had 
not been disinfected. e had greatly suffered from cold therefore we would 
have ee to have got some wood, but the English Captain refused giving it 

to us, and even ordered his soldiers to guard the wood which was not to be 
taken, 


The 


16 Mar 46. 


Kalawsk. 


The transport with the rolseh repatriates departed on 12 Mar os. at 1400 


fron Watenstedt. We tr 
arrived at fbu 
1 box of sh er 
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Kohlfurt. 


19 Mar 46. 
Dear Tobin, 


I am answering the following letters from you in one spasm, 
D.0.'s 2, 3, 4; 
22/47 of 13 Mar 
Conf/7 of 11 Mar. 


1. irain Timings. 

Since I last wrote, train arrivals here have gone haywire. Yesterday's 
afternoon train did not arrive until it was too late for it to be dealt with 
until this morning, but it didn't matter, as this morning's train did not get 
in until this afternoon at 1330, and it will presumably not leave until tomorrow 
morning as is customary with the afternoon trains. 

So God knows how or when they'll arrive at your end. 

I understand that the punctuality up to a few days ago was due solely to 
the initial hold-ups last month, which caused several trains to be queued up 
outside the station. Now that this has cleared they seem incapable of bringing 
them in even approximately on time. 

2. De-Lousing. 

I don'tthink we can discuss this further with profit, except to say that people 
here are dusted on their heads, down their collars, up both sleeves and either "up 
the skirt" or "down the trousers", according to sex. 

Their baggage of course is not touched; it is out of the question to do that 
in the time allowed, nor has it ever been suggested to me that it should be done. 

I trust you saw my M.O's comments on this subject? 

3. Food Supplies. 

The scale of food supplies you mention is not accurate. 

As I have told you, trains arrive here with one to two days' food in each wagon. 
This figure is obtained by the German Train Leader personally, on the statement made 
to him by the people in the wagon. 

You may be sure it is not an over-estimate. 

In addition to this bread on the scale of nearly 2 lbs per head and other things 
you list are kept in Wagon 54 and issued by the German ‘rain Leader, normally before 
leaving “here. (In cases where the morning train is late in, and has to be got away 
to time, it is not always possible to make the issue here). 

On train No. 43 there were 669 2 kilo loaves for 1537 people besides the 1-2 
days food in each wagon. Even for 4 days that works out at $1b per héad, but they 
only have 25 days journey in front of them from here. In actual fact there were 
169 people on the train of whom 157 got on here, but these latter had been told by 
notices that they had to bring their own food. 

Now, I could tell the German Train Leader that he had to keep back a quarter 
of these loaves to hand to you, but up to now I have not done so because the ration 
is so small, and the bread is about all they get. 

Admittedly this is breaking the agreement but does the receipt of about 170 
loaves of bread for each train really affect the situation in the British Zone 
enough to warrant my insistence on this? 

Again, are you relying on these bulk rations for feeding the Swallows for 
their first day? 
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If the answer to either or both the questions is "Yes", then I suppose I 


shall have to do it, but I shan't like it. 

I cannot get the Poles to increase the ration. They say that the Swallows are 
getting free, the same rations as a Polish Civilian gets on payment, but in addition 
the Germans are allowed to take 1} days food with them. (I have pointed out that 
this is of course entirely impracticable for many reasons, but it means that they 
can bring same of their ow stuff). 

The Polish Guards have it in writing that they are responsible for arranging 
necessary halts, and as the German Train Leader is also in the picture, there is 
no reason why any wagon should be missed. 

As I said before the Poles here are very sore about the stories of harsh 
treatment by the British Authorities brought back by returning D.Ps and though 
these are probably largely untrue, people here believe them, and it makes it 
difficult for me to ask for things. 


4. Non-Germans. 

In spite of what you say, I intend to let through any Allied nationals that 
come along, excepting Russians and Poles. Out of more than 60,000 people so far 
there have only been three to my knowledge. 

Of course it's easy for people to board the train after we've dealt with it. 
The train is some 400 yards long, and every other train stays in this station here 
all night. 

5. Discipline, Polish Guards. 

I am warning the Poles here of what you say. They will be surprised I think! 
To let off one's rifle or TMC while walking down the road, or when acting as a 
sentry etc. is regarded here by both Russians and Poles as a sound Military practice. 
If I hear one shot in a day, I hear fifty! 

6. Cigarette and NAAFI Rations. 

The power of speech left me completely after hearing that 2,500 cigarettes had 
gone astray, nor have they cast up yet though we have had all trains up to No. 33 
back, except No. 32, 

They never were included in the Welfare parcel we received, which was, I am 
convinced, intact on its arrival. But I can't do a thing until you let me know 
the number of the train, or at least the date of despatch. Was it the same train 
as the Welfare parcel you mention? I know the Officer i/c Guard on that one. 

The whole idea of your having to fish for our NAAFI supplies is I am sure 
incorrect. 

Carroll and James between them had it in hand, and supplies were to come from 
special sources (I understood), being drawn separately fran a D.I.D. or some such 
place. 

But whoever is doing it, I wish to God they'd hurry up; the men are now buying 
filthy Polish cigarettes at 60 Marks for 20, as they have been out of ours for a week 
or more. 

Included in the mail sent with train No. 43 was a note to you with special 
requests for safeguarding such supplies. 

Tea and Milk also, should surely cane from sources other than your own small 
supplies. 

Incidentally, the 1,000 cigarettes etc. which you so kindly promised have not 
arrived; I trust they have not gone the same way as the 2,500? 

Your Daily Express of 13 Mar (not 1) Mar as I said at first) is the one and only 
daily paper we've had). 

7- Dusting Machines. 
Two new ones received, as already stated, complete with accessories. 


We have now three - one more than we need, but would like a spare in case of 
breakdown. 


=D 


8. Letters from outsiders. 

Yes, 1 am aware that a few letters from locals are being included in our mail. 
They are fron our German Staff mostly. I don't think there's any harm in it? 

9. Red X Armbands. 

I don't feel 1 can take action about this. For one thing there would be no 
preventing them taking secreted arm-bands fran their pockets after leaving here. 
For another, they wear them as some sort of safeguard against certain people, and 
I hardly blame them. 

Do you feel very strongly about it? 

10. Complaintby Train Leader of Train No. 29. 

T am having his letter translated and given to the Poles. 

I will try by tactful measures to see what the result will be. I understand 
that the penalty for this looting is death (officially)! 

I get complaints of a similar nature nearly every day, and I do know that some 
looters are pretty strongly dealt with, as I have seen for myself. 

11. Numbers on trains. 
Your list received; it crossed mine. I am interested in your explanation of 
the difference between the Russian tally and anybody else's. 
12. Polish Train Guards. 
All seem to think they have had a good time. But they said that the rations 
ven to: them at Alversdorf were better than those at Marienthal, as the “Herr Major 
farienthal was a bit sticky over the whole question"! 
They are being given rations for ten days, so you need not feed them unless you 
want to. But I expect they'll have eaten them all when they reach you. 

Apparently they have got sane tinned foods, so I was wrong. 

In any case the better you treat them, the easier things are for me as they all 
live in this town. 

13. Nominal Rolls. 

As you know, large numbers of people are getting on the train here, and the 
process of dealing with them takes nearly as long as the whole train together. One 
of the things that takes longest is the writing of their names on the roll of the 
particular wagon to which they are allotted. 

Would it put you out much if we sent a separate nominal roll of these extras, 
with a note against each giving their wagon number? It would save us a good 40 
minutes for each train if you agree. 

1,. Disposal of Swallows. 

Are they given any freedom in the choice of their ultimate destination, provided 
they have good reason? e are always asked whether they will be able to join a 
brother, or uncle etc. in a named town or district. 
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Yours sincerely, 
(SGD) D. GROWSE. 


To:- Major E. M. Tobin, 
709 (R) Det MMil Gov, 
BAOR. 


COPY TO:- Lt.Col. James, Lt.Col. F. L. Carroll OBE, RE, 
229 Mil Gov Det, CRX, Adv HQ, 
Hanover- Region, Control Commission for Germany 
BAOR. Berlin, 
BAOR. 


MESS..GH & MsIL CENTRE 
ADV.NOED Hq (c@RLIN) 
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR Gunny (TE) 


Incaning UNCLASSIFIED Message 


IMMEDIATE ’ IYB 13071 


DIO = MR 264645, 
FROM CONQOMD TOR 26214004 
TO BERCOMB = AVDP FOR CRK 


Se 
COG 76407 (PiDEX2) 26 Mkt. 


SUBJECT COMPLUINT CONCERNING CONDITION OF TiuIN FROM 
DELMNHORST TO WOLFSBURG ON 23 ii.nCH.  EFERENCE THLEG FORD/ 
EARUER OF 23 MARCH» FOLLOWING RECUIVED FROM ?) cores 

"MEDICAL REPORT CHILDREN DIZD THROUGH NEGLIGENCE OF 
MOTHERS, iLL THINS EX /OLFSRURG CARRY CAL. «LL TRAINS 
=X WOLFSBURG CuRRY 5 D.YS RATIONS PER HE 

DELMNHORST TIL.IN DEL.Y C.USED 2¥ DIFFIOQULTIES RAISED 
BY POLES IN LOsDING. EXT G ORGANISATION WORKING SMOOTHLY. 
FULL REPORT FOLLOWS" 

REPORT WILL DE PORTARDED WHEN RECE 


a SSRIS 
DISTRIBUTION 


ACTION : CRX (Br) (5) 


& DP Div (2) 


M & Mc. (3) 


MESSAGE AND MAIL CENTRE 
ADVANCED H.O. (BERLIN) 
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GliM.NY (3.5. ) 


Incoming UNCLASSIFIED Message 
TYE 13089 
EXFOR DIO MAR 26 ——eem 
BERCOMS (FOR PW AND Di DIV, GRX, AND TOT TOR 2703004. 
DIV) 
PORT COMD LUBECK: 8 CORPS DIST: 
SSTO NW GERMAN “OnTS: STOIC LUBECK: 


1 CORDS ORS DISD: 
VACHNG: 


Qe a ; 


TD/MOV 793. a 
re) 

BGCC 6484. OF 2246204 NOT TO ALL, 
1. WEF SAILINGS 1 APR 46 SHIDS AT CRSSENT RETATRIVTING POLES FROM LUBECK 
TO GYDNIA WIL BE SAILED TO STETTIN NOT GYDNIA. 

SHIPS WILL BACKLOAD GERMAD M St CK. 

FOLLOWING SHIPS WILL BS USED "ROTENFELS" GADAGITY 2000 "STREE" CATACTIY 

"ISaR" GAP.CITY 3000. "ZDMIRAL VON HERRING" CA@ACITY 800 GIVING LIF? 
OF 65600 PER WEEK IN EACH DIRECTION. 
46 POLLOWING SHIPS WILL AVAILABLE IN ADR AND WILL JOIN SERVICE IN COMLETIO: 
OF FITTING CUT "TENNERIFFE" CATACITY 650. "POSEIDON" CAPACITY 609 GIVING aN 
INCREASED LIFT 20 7,850 YER WEEK IN EACH DINEOTION, 
de = PORT Cus LUBECK WILL SIGNAL BERCOMB FOR CRX GIVING NAME OF FIRST SHIP. 
BQ. STEITIN,  GREAKDOOVWN PERS ON PCARD AND WILL FOLLOW THIS SIGNAL WITH 
SUBSEQUENT SAILING SIGNLS. 
6» REQUEST YOU-ARRINGE FOR STATIN TO SIGNAL TORT COMD LUBECK § CORS DIST 
MD FOR IW AND DP DIV BEE.KDOWNY G7 nr 7 amen om RTA LUEECK. 

7 ENBURG THAT MINIMUM OF TWO DAYS RutI———————-——______ 
BOARD SHIPS FOR RETURNING EXCELLEES 4p g7 “PES? ++ 
8 REQUEST EBRCOMD SIGNKL CONCURRENCE ( 

Pape SONNE OI We crag aig oe nee 
5.  AGRMED 
DISTRIBUTION 


ACTION: ORX (Br) (5) 


INFO : \Tpansport Div (2) 
PWwi& OP Div (2). 
Me & MG. (3) 


Gs/cM 


MESSAGE AND MAIL CENTRE 
ADVANCED 11.0. (BERLIN) 
CONTROL COMMISSION FUR GLAMWANY (B.E. ) 


Tnooming UNCLASSIFIED Message 
IMPORTANT TYB 13089 
FROM: EXFOR DIO MAR 26 ——uem 
BERCOMS (FOR PY AND Di DIV, CRX, on pnt TOR 2703004 
DIV 


PORT COMD LUSECK: 8 CORPS DIST 
SSTO MV GERMAN ~ontTs: STOIC LUBECK: 


BGOC 6484 OF 2216208 NOT 0 ALD. 


1, WEF SAILINGS 1 APR 46 SHIDS AT CROSENT RET ATREATING POLES FROM LUBECK 
TO GYDNIA WILL BE SAILED 70 STRITIN NOT GYDNIL. 
2. SHIPS WILL BACKLOAD GERMAN BXELLERS FROM STErrry to LUBEOK. 
3» FOLLOWING. SH WILL Ds USED "ROTENFELS" comoT*y 2000 "TREE" COLcrry 
" Os@.CITY 3000.  "{DMTRAL VON ] 
OF 6,600 PER WEEK IN BACH Dinu TION. 
4s FOLLOWING SHIPS WILL AVAILANDR IN ADR / 
OP FITTING CUT "TENNERIFFE" CADACTTY 650, 
INCHEASED LIFT TO 7,850 TER WHEK IN BACH D] 
de = PORT Cuts LUBECK WILL SIGNAL BERCOMB ? 
BL. STETTIN, BREAKDOWN PERS ON PCARD ANT 
SEQUENT S/TLING SIGNLS, 

REQUEST YOU-ARRINGE FOR STB’'TIN To g 
AND CONOCMB FOR TW AND DP DIV BEB DOWN OF DERS DACKLOADED Tatra mee 
es ENSURE THAT MINIMUM OF TWO DAYS RvCT “LUS ONE DsYS RESERVE BE PUT 


5OaRD SHE'S FOR RETURNING EXCELLEES 4T STETTIN. 


SIGNAL CONCURRENCE OF ABOVE. 
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MESSAGE & MAIL CEES 
ADVANCED HQ (BERLIN) 
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY (DE) 
Outgoing RESTRICTED Message 
DOMED LATE OYB 6851 
DIO = MAR 2617304 
FROM BERCOMD 


TO caycom 


BECG 6577 PaDP/59609/18, 


SUBJECT IS OPERATION Si/LLOW. 
aT FROM 0.C SWALLOW TEAM KOHLFUKT .DDRESSED TO 
OARROLL CRX DATED 1678 » COPY OF WHICH Ssnr TO YOU. 
2 REQUES? INVESTIGATIONS MADE INTO ALLEGATIONS LE POLISH 
AUTHORITIES K.LAWSK 4S ITS INFOMMALION CONNECTION 
REPRESENTATIONS F TO POLISH AUTHORITINS ON PRESENT 


CONDITIONS OPHERS 
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PW & DP Div (2¥ 


Army Div 
Political Div (3) 
Mannower Div 

cRX (Br) (5 

M& MAC. (3) 


MESSAGE & MAIL CBS 
ADVANCED HQ (BERLIN) 
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY (BE) 
Outgoing RESTRICTED Messago 
oye 6851 


DTO - MAR 2617304 


Becc 6577 PADE/59609/1 8. 
ERATION SiW/LLOW. 
{ 0.C.SWALLOW TEAM KOHLFUKT ADDRESSED TO 
CARROLL GRX DATED 76TH MARCH 1945, COFY OF WHICE Siw TO YOU. 
26 REQUESI INVESTIGALIONS MADE INTO ALLHGAT 
AUTHORITIES K.LAWSK 1.9 YSIS DOM TRED IN CONNECTION 
REPRESENTATIONS FRtk THOS HQ TO POLISH .UTH( 


CONDITIONS OPERA 


DISTRIBUTION 


P¥ & DP Div (2¥ 


army Div 
Political Div (3) 
Menpower Div 

CRX (Br)(5 

M &M.C. (3) 


copy/ Kohlfurt. * 
16 Mar. 46. 


Dear Carroll, 
= ‘} we 
Things are going on fairly smoothly now, though I still find myself 
getting angry at least once a day over some inanity or other. 


As a matter of interest, I attach a list of train arrivals and departures 
up to train No. 38, with the numbers checked through by us on each, and the 
numbers received inthe British Zone as shown on those movement orders which 
we have received back. 


In this connection; the retum of these trains is very irregular: for 
instance, trains that left here as 17-24 incl. arrived back in the order 
18, 19, 21, 20, 24, 17, 22, 23. 


A letter from Tobin at 709 R Det dated 7 Mar did not arrive here till 
13 Mar, though the retum journey takes normally only two days. 


This may account for the dismal delay in producing any NAAFI rations, 
tea, milk and toilet paper, or a newspaper all of which were asked for 
immediately after our arrival here on 18 Feb, but which have not arrived 
to date. 


Not one of the men has a cigarette left, and nobody has had a cup of 
tea for a week. But everybody is in good heart and we inow that people 
are trying. I am worried lest they may have been sent and gone astray. 


There are three rather important points I want to bring up. 


i. Return of Polish D.Ps to Foland 


I attach two statements made by Poles recently arrived from Bremen 
(I'm told). I do not believe the part aboutthe food provided being merely 
that given them by Polish troops out of charity*. This is probably a 
distortion of the fact that Polish Drivers were in charge of the food lorries. 


But the statement about the lack of stoves in the train between Bremen and 
Wolfsburg is borne out by quite independent witnesses. 


You will see that such reports put me right on the spot, as if I remark 
on the absence of say, stoves, in a train, the answer is "Well, look at the 
way the British are treating the Polish DePs, 5 can you expect us treat. 
the Germans better? 


Could a full statement on the conditions under which these D.P's, incl. 
feeding and heating, be sent to me to as a parry to the reposte which may be 
made to my attack? 


I may say that in spite of this opportwiity for recrimination, the Poles 
here do try to play. But it's not easy; from train No. 37 no fewer than 40 
coaches from the 54 occupied, were without stoves. 


2. Polish "Custom House" at Kohlfurt. 


The numbers of people arriving here independently is getting large and may 
go on increaaing: yesterday we put 270 people on the two trains. 


The Polish Authorities here have established a Customs Control in the 
station, to which all the baggage of the newcomers has to go for investigation. 


It's a pretty thorough process, and the epahe aren't left with much worth » 
having after they've been through. 1 


In/ ; 4 


# Not with a written statement: stated ogly to my Interpreter. 
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In particular, the Poles are confiscating anything that ‘is not definitely 
worn: anything NEW is-pouched. 


4s I see it, there are no grounds for the assumption that new articles 
are forfeit, but I'd like your ideas and advice on whether I should take it 


Up. 
The confiscation of articles of value here has stopped after my letter 


to the Governor though I am not sure thet 1t is not going on at the 
collecting centres. 


I'm afraid I was rather rude to the man in charge of Customs yesterday, 
as it made me rather Asglsted: to seé old women being robbed for such the 
act appeared to me to be. 


3. "Stateless" Persons 


Yesterday, on the train which stopped here bringing Polish D.P's from 
the British Zone en route, somewhere else, there were about 6 miserable women 
who hsd been sent back to (or hod volunteered for) Poland. When they got 
here, the Poles said they were Gormens, not Poles, and are putting them on 
this morning's trein for the British Zone. 


They had just completed the frightful journey from Bremen, and they hed 
had to go through the "Customs" agein here when everything was ripped up and 
quite s lot taken (in spite of having only arrived that morning). ‘They were 
then faced with the prospect of an equally foul return journey, and their 
state was really distressing. 


I understand that they were people who took German Nationality in 1940, 
in which case the Poles had every reason to send them back. 


But can anything be done to ensure that these people are acceptable to the 
Poles before they are sent away by us? 


I hope you can come and see us again soon. Any chance of that horrible 
little car being changed? 


Lt.Col. F.L. Carroll 0.B.E. R.Es 
CRX, Adv. HQ. 
Control Commission for Germany (BE) 
Berlin, BeA-O,R. 


Copy to: Brigadier R.C,B.Anderson, DsSeOvy MeCe 
229 M4l.Gov. Det. 
Hannover Region 
BeAsOR. 


Major E. M. Tobin, 
709 (R) Det Mg1 Gov. 
BeAsORs 


P.S. I hope Hannover have told you the names of the two soldiers who are in , 
A. & S. Gp. 28? (Blowes, ReA,M.C. and Lee, R-A.S.C. ) 

Also those of the 1 offr. and 2 ORs who are due for leave this month? (Capt. / 
MAGEE due 27 Mar. Opl. Chamberlain, due 12 Mar. and Bdr. RAWIES, due 18 Mar). 
I also have two men due on 12 Apr. Dvrs. JAGGER end PELL, both R.A.S.C. 

I do hope reliefs han be arranged? As you wee, two are overdue. I don't know 
when A & S. Gp 28 goes, but it must be soon and these men will have a very 
real grumble if they are retained improperly. 


6 . 


Brigadier A,G, Kenehington, C.B.E., M.C., 
Chief, Pw & DP Division, 
Advenced H.Q., 
Control Comission for Germany, 
(British Hlement)., 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R, 


27th Merch, 1946, 
Dear Colonel, Oke 3 ¥3 


Reports now received from the British Zone make a number of serious 
complaints about confitions wder which the transfer of the German Minority 
Populations from Poland into the British Zone of Germany are being carried out, 


General Teroler and I have personally investigated these complaints. 
Some of them are chiefly allegations by deported Germans about the way they 
were moved out of their homes, and are not within my power to investigate or 
report upon; expect that a considerable part of these are exaggerated and 
however, after investigation, that four of the matters 
true end have given instructions to 0.R.X. to take the 
matter up through the good offices of the Polish Delegate attached to C.R.X. 


T think it right that I should send you(attaehed hereto) a copy of 
the instructions which I have given to the British Representative at C.R.X. 


properly attended to. This mat 
to be grateful for anything 
quickly. 


If you would care to call at my office I should be glad to show you 
the reports we are receiving, giving 20s in considerable detail. 
A ‘ 
fGk | a 
, Veh WS 
Chief of the Polish Military Mission, 
Berlin. 


Yours ever, 
Colenel Prawin, 
Through Allied Liaison & Protocol Section. 
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Control 
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Pro tion of men to women and ages. : 

Approx. 4.,000 refugees have passed through the registration section 
and of this number 20% have been men and 50% women. As stated previously a high 
percentage of th€sé are old people. 


It appears that many young people are still being withheld by the 


Poles for work, In a number of cases children have been forcibly separated from 
their parents. 


(4) Guards 

On each of the three trains the Guard has consisted of four officers 
and 15 men. ‘he Officer i/c the first train stated that they had no rations and 
expected to be fed by this Hy and also to bé issued with Blankets. Tt was pointed 


out to this officer politely, but firmly, that he was suffering under a mis- 


apprehension and that in accordance with 8 Corps instructions, sleeping 
accommodation was the only service at his disposal. ‘The complete guard slept on 
,the train, : 

It was very evident that the Guards were completely failing in their 
duty in preventing péople Leaving and boarding the ‘trains. “The number ofpersons 
not 6n the noninal rolls total-195 vizL5, 31 and 121 respectively and all these 
peoplé have been-able»to “board the train somewhere betweén Stettin and the Russian 
/British frontier complete with baggage. Again approx.100 people on the nominal 
rolls have not been on the train when it has arrived at this camp. ‘The tovm 
where most people appear to be leaving or joining the train is GUSYROW, 


(3) Wiscellaneous 

cording to several refugees it was conspicuous that at Stettin 
when the British Team arrived the Poles changed from their ruthless and eruel 
methods to a more human way of treatment. 


(Sgd.) C.M.Weldon, Lieut, R 
Comd. Poppendorf Hefugee Camp, 


earch, 4.6. 
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MESSAGE AND MAIL, CENTRE 
ADVANCED HQ. (SERLIN) 
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY (3.E.) 
Incoming UNCLASSIFIED Message 
DPORL 1% 12999 
CONCOMB DTO MLR 2519004 


DERCOMB i TOR 26001404. 


COG 23786 25 MAK 4S. 

COLLINS (SECKSMRIATY FRO LEVIS. 

REFSIENCE COLD/G/255 OR 20 MARCH (15170) FOLLOWING IS siwcESTED 
ANSWER ATTROVED HERB WHICH SHOULD GO FROM DERLIN SINCE You tafow LarEest 
SITUATION ON REPRESENTATIONS TO POLISH AUTHORITIES. 

"REF OCLD/G/205 “F 20 MiRCH. 

SUBJECT IS C NDITIONS UNDER WHICH GERMANS ARE DSING TRANSFERRED FRM 
P°LANS. 

YOUR VARA TW. 

ALLEGATIONS TRUE IN GENERAL TH-UGH EXAGGERATED AND INACCURATE IN 
4S KUSULT OF ENQUIRIES STs BY US LT COMMENCEMENT OF "SWALLOW" 
NUMEROUS REPORTS HAVE DEEN VERIFIED AND CONS LIDATED IN 2QNE AND ON ARRIVAL 
HERE TOMORROW WILL GE USED FOR PULLY SUPE RTED REPRESENTATIONS ™ TE MADR 

TO MLISH REPATRLTION AUTHORITIES HERE WHOM WE HAVE ALREADY ATDROACHED, 
UNDER CONSIDERAELE DIFFICULTIES TWO TEMS EQUIPPED WITH WIRELESS 
WERE EVENTUALLY SENT T) POLISH ORDER TO TRY AND ENSURE "SWALLOW" PROPERLY 

EXSGUTE) AN) ALL POSSISLE RECE-TION ARRANGEMENTS WERE MAOH AT ARRIVAL 
DOINTS IN DRITISH ZONE" 
CONSOLIDATED KEDORTS MENTI NED “BING FORWARDED IN TONIGHTS Tic. 


ADDRESSED ACTING GOVERNMENTAL SUD COMMISSION. 


DISTRIBUTION i eet 


iW & LP Diy (2) 


Mi/Deputy Military Governor - Secretariat (4) 
retention Berlin Political Div (3) 

TA/Political Adviser (2) m 

u/DCAS (Policy) +, 

Chief Secretary p 


oHH/GM 


HQ/011200/Sec.P. 


i 


3. 


bi 


Office of the Deputy Military Governor, att / 
Control Comaission for Germany (Br. Dasha 
Main Headquarters, 
Lubbecke, 
B.A.O.R. 


‘L“ March, 1946. 


- Acting President of the Governmental Sub-Commission, 
Berlin. (General E.W.T.Erskine). 


SUBJECT - Operation "Swallow". 


Since the beginning of operation "Swallow" we have had numerous 
observers out and also many spontaneous reports from Mil.Gov.Dets.| 
These are summarised on attached. 


DCOS(%) agrees with me that we now have enough evidence to:- 


3} tackle the Poles on it in Berlin and Warsaw. 

b) pass on to the Control Office for action through diplomatic 
channels; or as “ammunition for slowing down or even stopping 
"Swallow". 


I personally think the Poles are behaving badly i: chis matter, 
even making allowances for the fact that they are themselves 
very disorganised. 


I therefore pass this swmary of ports to you for such action 
as you consider necessary. 


Deputy President{ Zone) 
Governmental Sub=Commission. 


Copy tor/P.W. & DeP. Div. (Adv) 


P.We & DeP. Dive (Main). 
Pol.Div. ane 
Pol.Div. (Main 
MA/Pol Adviser. 


Office of the Deputy Military Governor, ~\;)~" / 
Control Commission for Germany (nr.dtlement), 
Main Headquarters, 
Lubbecke, 
B.A. 0.R. 


Ls March, 1946. 


v:~ Acting President of the Governmental Sub-Commission, 
Berlin. (General E.W.T Erskine). 


Hg/011200/Sec.P. 


SUBJECT - Operation "Swallow". 


Since the beginning of operation "Swallow" we have had numerous 
observers out and also many spontaneous reports from Mil.Gov.Dets.| 
These are summarised on attached. 


DCOS(%) agrees with me that we now have enough evidence to:- 


a) tackle the Poles on it in Berlin and Warsaw. 
b) pass on to the Control Office for action through diplomatic 


channels; or as “ammunition. for slowing down or even stopping 
"Swallow". 


I personally think the Poles are behev?-- ~ his matter, 
even making allowances for ** mselves 
very disorganisea 


I therefore pa : th action 
as you conside: ; 


Cony tor/P.We & DeP. | 
P.We & DeP. D 
Pol.Div. (Adv 
Pol.Div. (Mair 
MA/Pol Adviser 
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PR/LB/12/23. DOr Publi Relations Branch, 
:  PR/ISC Group, 
Tel.No. 86-5877. Advanced Headquarters, 
Control Commission for Germany, 
(British Element), 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 


23rd March, 1946, 
: Brigadier Kenchington, 
Chief, P.W.& D.P.Division, 
Berlin. 


SUBJECT: Article in "Manchester Guardian". 


uk I today informed Captain Needham (Information Room, Main 
Headquarters, P.R.) that an article which had appeared in the 
"Manchester Guardian", and which described in lurid terms the 

arrival in the British Zone of refugees from Poland, had caused 
considerable embarressment. The report contained definite 
exaggerations and inaccuracies, and I suggested that the correspondent 
concerned be politely advised that, in future, he should submit 

such material to, or seek the advice of, a responsible officer of 

P.W. and D.P. Division. Captain Needham agreed to my suggestion. 


w 


Chief seccoces bt 


D/Chiet: see cebieveets 


.8,0.1. (Policy) .. 


Copy to: Col. Eéwards, PR/ISC Gr °°?" (See) oes oh 
8. 0.I1I 


§.0.III 
EHWR/MJK 


P.A. to Chief Ae ae) aalwesicne 


PR/LB/12/23. Public Relations Branch, 
PR/ISC Group, 
Tel.No. 86-5877. Advanced Headquarters, 
Control Commission for Germany, 
(British Element), 
BERLIN, B.A.0O.R. 


: Brigadier Kenchington, 
Chief, P.W.& D.P.Division, 
Berlin. 


SUBJECT: Article in "Manck 


1. I today informed Captai 
Headquarters, P.R.) that an arti 
"Manchester Guardian", and which 
arrival in the British Zone of ri 
considerable embarressment. Th 
exaggerations and inaccuracies, ¢ 
concerned be politely advised ths 
such material to, or seek the adi 
P.W. and D.P. Division. Captain 


Copy to: Col. Edwards, PR/ISC Group. 


EHWR/MIK 


'&DP Division, 
Centrol Con ion for Germa 
Advanced 5 rters, 


Berlin, B.AOe 


23rd March, 1945. 


epusy. 


411 you please do the necessary to have a paper put in 
at the next Directorate, reporting the breaches of coniitims 
ani the action taken by the Zone Authorities asking the 
Mreetorate to forward to GORC our report reques i their 
ingtructions in the matter and requesting appropriate action 

ment to demand observation of ite agreed 


to the Polish Gover 
acnditions, or to suspend the transfer until observations of 


ercmiitions can be ensured. 
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HQ PW 4 DP Division, 
Mein Hy) Contrel Camaission far 
Germany (Be), 
BUNDS, 


BeAeg Vere 
21 March 46, 


Secretariat, 
Office of the Deputy Military Governar (5z), 
Main HQ Control Commission for Germeny (18), 
LUBBECKE, B.AO.R, 


SUBJECT; Operation “SWALLOW 
Enclosed please find ixtract fraa various Reports, Letters 


and Visits of British Staff Officers, on operation Swallow, and 
coments end recomendations, 


Cl 


RM. JGRRAM, Colonel, 
for Chief Pi & DP Division. 


AKJ/MH, 


journey, In majority 
and Stettin, sometimes 
end cruel methods were 


Pregnant women nearing confinement are being put on trains, Report Brig. A.C. 
Births have occurred on trains, ind — 


> 
Up to present, unduly high propartion of sick ani aged are Pi & DP Division, 


ay4 paser es go straight to hospital, some die en route 13 March, 1946. 


Retions on trains are neither adequate in quantity nor under 
proper control of persomel i/c train. Refugees, on the 
southern route, would be in a sorry plight on their long 
journey had not the Authorities in the Russian Zone provided 
meals at halts. 


The total amount of food recovered from trains up to and Report by Commander 
including Train No.2) is as follows:- 20h "R" Det at 


Marienthel, 
(AR 
150 loaves of tread 


180 kilos of meat 
+) Mb " coffee substitute 


18 loaves of bread 


‘these rations are all we have received for 57,000 expellees 
for the one days reserve of rations 


Re: 


At the time of my visit this Camp had already received 
4,000 refugees who had arrived on three trains at intervals 
of not less then two days. The condition of the refugees on 
errival was very poor indeed, A large number had to be 
admitted to hospitel immediately and returned after 
treatment for normal registration, About 20% of the 
incomers were men and 50% women, percentage 
of these were aged, maimed or leme and of the younger folk 
the majority appeared to be fully occupied looking after a 
number of gnall children, 


Trains 
The trains generally consist of third class coac 
condition without windows etc; but in one or t 


LVDCTRL 
ee Te Steere 


GORY OF RSPORT RSCELVRD "ROM COMD, ML. GU' 


Ref: eee 
Dated 15 Narch 15k 


hrs,Sunday 3 March 1946 the first train bringing expeilees from 
arrived 3 etaold, 


There 
poar’. 


It is milerstood that 


ost of the ¢ 


orrivel. 


nee the b ourty 


ticn, but no reports have 
ti Individual inspection 


25 did any one have more baggage then a sil 


case an bedd: ino cooking utensils we: 


ioned and the following seeus 
acco un 


ght of about ‘eb these feullics we i ry les that they 
would leave their houses and in most os they we given about 10 minutes 


to pack what they could carry and g t Sane were not allowed to 
anything except what they stood in. 7 . wor amy children without 
the reason given being that the Foles did not give th 

time to put them on neither 4id they allow th g 

The expellees were told to provide themselves with food for day journey 
but as it was so late at night and as apparently many of had no retion 
cards they were sunable to provide any food for thenssive alle No food 
was provided by the Polish authorities. 


tal 


they were asgesbled in.a camp aml the sen were taken 


where they presunab. were kept. ‘hey did not accompany uy 


the way from the camp to ti tation baggage was Loot« 


23 were beablen. 


40 persons were put in eech waggon, 

then the train passed through the ussien Zone, some were given coffee, 
ebout 1 pound of bread and some sugar, het was all the food which was 
supplied throughout the whole journey until they reached ‘eriental.. 


On the trein were 516 children, including many bebies, for whoa no f 
arrengenents whatsoever had been made, ‘One or two were in an emsci ated 
conditions 
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EXFOR 
BERCOMB (FOR iW/DP, CRX AND TPT DIV) 


CONCOMB 

8 CORPS 

FORT COMD LUBEOK 
TROOPERS 

BN G-IN-C (G) 
SSTO NWG FORTS 
MVTR HAMBURG 
MiyTI LONDON 


TD/MOV 774 
SUBJECT IS MOVE OF GERMAN MINORITY FROM FOLANI BRIT ZONE OF 
MANY « 4 

R TO OUR TD/MOV 744 OF 16 FEB 46, 
1, 8 SHIPS ALLOCATED 10 USSR AS MENTIONED IN FARA 2 OF OUR TD/MOV 7H 
aRB NOW BRING HANDED OVER 10 THE RUSSIANS, 
2... THIS IMAVES 2 SHIFS, "ROTENFELS" CAPACITY 1100, "SFREE”. CAPACITY 560. 
WE HAVE FOUND HOWEVER 3 FURTHER SHIFS THE “ISAR" CAPACITY 3000 AT FRESENT 
BEING FITTED OUT ND DUE TO BE HEADY TOSANL 25 MAR 46, THE REMAINING 2 
SHIFS EACH WITH GaPACITY OF 650 ARE ALLOCATED TO THE AMERICANS AND WE HAVE 

IF CONFIRMED THE SHIEFS 

WILL REQUIRE ATYROX 10 DAYS FITTING OUT, 
3. IT IS TROFOSED DURING NEXT 4. WEEKS THAT IN BETWEEN SAILING THE "ROTENFEIS" 
aND "SLREB" WILL HAVE THETR JEAOITIES INCREASED TO 2000 ND 600 RESEECTIVELY. 
4. AT BEST THIS SHOULD SHORTLY FRODUCE 5 SHIPS WITH TOTAL CAzACITY 7100 
AND aT WORST 3 SHIFS TOTAL CAPACITY 5800 SO THAT WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO 


COMPETE WITH OUR ESTIMATE OF 1000 PER DAY. 


MESSAGE & MATL ORNTRE 
ADVANCED H.Q.(BEREIN) 
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY (B 
Incoming RESTRICTED Message 
TB 12357 


IMPORTANT DTO MAR 1415114 


EXPOR 


BERCOMB (FOR iW/D¥, ORX aND TET DIV) 


CONCOMB 


SSTO NWG F 
MTR HAMBURG 
MWTI. LONDON 
TD/MOV 774 
SUBJEOT IS MOVE OF GERMAN MINORITY FROM EOLAND Te BRIT ZONE OF 
GERMANY. A 
FURTHER TO. OUR TD/MOV 741 OF 16 FEB AG, 
4. THE 8 SHIPS ALLOCATED 10 USSR AS MENTIONED IN ZARA 2 0 TD/MeV TAA 
SRE NOW BEING HANDED OVER TO THE RUSSIANS, 
2. THIS LEAVES 2 SHIPS, "ROTENFELS"” \CITY 1100, "SEREE". CAEACTTY 560. 
WE HAVE FOUND HOWEVER 3 FURTHER SHIFTS THE "“ISAR" CAZACITY 3000 AT FRESENT 
BEING FITTED OUT AND DVE 10 BE READY TO SATL 25 wih 46, ‘THE REMAINING 2 
SHIPS EACH WITH CAPACTIY OF 650 AH ALLOCATED TO THE AMERICANS AND WE HAVE 
ASKED WHETHER THEY AaH WILLING FOR US TO USE THEM. IF CONFINED THE SHIFS 
WILL REQUIRE ATPROX 40 DAYS FOX FITTING ouT, 
3. TIS OSED DURING NEXT 4 WEEKS THAT IN BETWEEN SAILING ‘THE "ROTENPRIS" 
AND "SEREE" WILL HAVE THETR 1sEAOTTIES INCREASED TO 2000 .ND 800 RESPECTIVELY. 
4, AT DEST THIS SHOUID SHONTIY PRODUCE 5 SHIES WITH TOTAL CazacrTY 7100 
AND AT WORST 3 SHIPS TODAL CAPACITY 5800 SO THaT WH SHOULD BE ABLE TO 


OOMPETE WITH OUR ESTIMATE OF 1000 FER Day. 
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REPORT ON VISIT 10 MARTENTAL REFUGES 
by 


on Trains - Very inadequate. 
Major TOBIN’s report Confidential/7 
“Rations - Operation SWALLOW refers, 
also extract attached at appendix A. 
50 Corps Dist have also to ration 
Polish Train guards for return journey. 


Numbers, possibly most of Polish Jew 
element drop off train between frontier 
and Helmstedt, This affects crea@it for 
total numbers received, also food and 
sccommodation questions. A gate is 
also opened for illegal entry, which it 
is desired to close . 

O.C. R, Det. Grasleben, says it is 
impossible to control dropping off 
during shuntings as he has no Troops 
available for the purpose, 

Other people are reported to leave 

and join the trains at food halts in 
the Russion Zone. On one occasion a 
whole weggon was attached to a train 
(cacbzBuRG?) 


There is believed 

» both to Cemnan 
guides and Russian soldiers, According 
to locel rumours, the Gemnan guides 
betray every seeond or third party to 
the Russians who rob them and send them 
pemiless across the border. 


Timber beds not wanted, as this would 
reduce space. Also refugees like to 
| = with their small personal 
possessions beside them, and this vasa 
|not be possible in bunks. 
Strew IS wanted, Repeated Indents have 
not been met. The Food and Agriculture 
Officer, Brunswick, gave authority to 
acquire 10 tons, but Germans say that 
none is available, 


Landrat pointed out that ol@ people 
unable to work could not keep themselves 
for long on RM 500. German customs take 
any sum above this an@ pay it into a 
frozen account in the Reichsbank against 
a receipt. 

Landret and Refugees report that the 
Polish authorities are also taking R.M, 
an@ giving receipt. 


A. Ask DCOS (Exee) for 
special detachment to 
prevent persons leaving 
the train except at de-~ 
training point. 


B. Numbers for which 
credit is taken should 
be those counted by 
the Russians, as this 
number appears on every 
form, 


Should these rumours of 
indiscipline be reported 
by 30 Corps to Russian 
12 Corps ? Believed to 
be a better course than 
attacking from High 
level, A Russian regular 
Officer on the border is 
willing to co-operate as 
far as possible, 


Pind out from Eeon.Div 
what can be suppliedin 
lieu and get it quickly, 


Representations should 
be made to FINANCIAL DIV 
(T.A.4.C.) concerning the 
steps to be taken to put 
it right. Delay mst 
not be caused at Transit 
Campse 


“fu 
POINTS NOTED 


We know that a considerable number of 
DPs returning to Poland have quantities 
of R.M. Our representatives at Stettin 
say the Poles confiscate this money ané 
eave each DP only 200 zloty. Whatever 
the rights and wrongs of this it looks 
as if the finances of Germany suffer 
both ways. The Polish confiscation is 
known to be hampering repatriation, 


DOCUMENTATION (Brig.Britten's D.0, Letter to Chief) A-Send Nominal Rolls 
There is something in this bogey. The to HQ PWDP Div to 
point to which R.Det objected was substantiate claims 
having to use their German clerks to to total numbers 
prepare complete Nominal Rolls of each received. 
bateh, 

The Germans require these for their German authorities to 
Search Bureau, and the Head of Refugees be told to send one 
Branch, PWDP Div wants them te substane copy te their Search 
tiate his ficures. Bureau through 1.4.4 Ce 
As has been formerly explained to Major 

Tobin these rolls are required for the 

sbove purposes. 


The mixture of passenger coaches and Follow up hard with 
covered waggons used in trains for Transport Div. 
dispersal of refugees is bad. 

We saw in the snow, one covered waggon 
containing six very aged women in bath 
chairs, end an unascertained number of 
young children in various containers 
together with their mothers starting 

the journey into the British Zone 

without any form of heating. This is 

in accordance with the Agreement on 
humane movement, but is really 
inhumane as far as the old, sick and 
very youns are concerned, 

Geman railway staff explained that if 
ell passenger stock were employed 

steam heating coukd be used. 

It should not be beyond the wit of 
Transport Div to allocate to this 

purpose trains so made up that heating 
and space for the old, sick and very 
youns is improved. 

The best solution looks like being either 
all covered wageons with stoves, or all 
passenger coaches with steam heating. 
DCOS (Exee) has already spoken to 
Transport Div about this. 


POLISH BREACHES OF AGREEMENT 


After questioning Refugees and the 
British and German Staffs at the 
reception point I am personally satisfied 
that the Agreement on humane movement is 
being broken in the following ways:- 


Pregnant women nearing parturition are 
‘being put on to trains. Births have 
occurred on the trains. 


Up to the present an unduly high 
proportion of sick and aged is being sent. 
Many go straight to hospital,some die en 
route or on arrivale 


“36 
POINTS NOTED 


Rations on trains are neither adequate 
in quantity nor under proper control 
by personnel i/e train. Refugees on 
the southern route would be in a sorry 
plight on their long journey had not 
the authorities in the Russian Zéne 
provided meals at halts. 


Control by Polish guards to prevent 
train jumping en route is not adequate 
although the guard consists of 5 
officers and 1) 0.Rs (who themselves 
have to beg rations on arrival) 


In addition to the above I consider that 
the Polish Govt is breaking the agreement 
made under the Potsdam Agreement to 
trensfer the German minority which is to 
be expelled by transferring in main only 
useless mouths.to this Zone and with- 
holding fit working men for Poland (see 
appendix B showing breakdown) I cannot 
believe that this is a fair sample of the 
German minority. 
We shall{seek the advice of H.M. Govt 
ebout representations over this. 
Continuing in this way, it is calculated 
soon to ensure the progressive breakdown 

Germany economy in this Zone. 

the trains which we saw, we were 
struck by the low number of children 
under 2 years of age « 
Conditions on this route looked as though 
the authorities in Silesia were behaving 
better than those in the North, 


APPEND A. 


EXTRACT FROM REPORT BY 0.C- MIL. GOV. R. DET GRASLEBEN 


Food lies 


When you say in your letter that the food supplies given to the 
German expellees are meagre you are guilty of a gross understatement. in the 
attacheé letter you will see the issue of food for train No. 22. The amount 
of food issued to this train eannot by any stretch of the imagination be deemed 
sufficient.to keep a person from starvation, I am not defending the Poles 
or aecusing them, but in view of the fact that they aid agree to feed these 
expellees on the journey into the British Zone plus one day's rations in bulk, 
they should be made to fulfil their obligations. As you know, the back 
loading of Poles on Swallow trains has now commenced and each Fole is being sent 
away with 5 dys British seale rations. 


The total amount of food recovered from the trains up to and 
ineluding Train No. 24 is as follows i- 


Alversdorf Camp 


180 loaves of bread 

180 ig of meat 

10 kg of coffee substitute 
4, kg of onions. 


Marienthal Camp 
18 loaves of bread 


These retions axe all wo have received for 37000 Swallows for one 
days 


The Polish guards are still being fed for the return journey on 
British rations. I quite believe them when they say that they have insufficient 
vations for the return journey. It is possible of course, that the "Grape Vine" 
system has been working amongst the guards and their naturel appetites cause 
them to seeept the British rations. It is suggested that the Poles should be 
fully rationed for the whde journey. 


The Rusciéns continue to feed certain of these trains on their 
way through the Russien Zone. 
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Ref :-_ PwDP/59809/18. 


PW & DP Division, 
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Control Commission for Germany, 
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SUBJECT te  Expellees from New Poland. 
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le Information on the plan for the movement of Gemnans 
from Poland to the British Zone has been obtained from 

the P¥ & I Div and the Canbined Repatriation Executive 
Details of this plan are given below 
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of hospital cases, giving dingmosin, when CRY will ascertein froo British Zone date 
they can be accepted. ‘The sane applies to inmates of mental asylums ani grisoners. 


(bd) Orphans. In due course, Tolish authorities will give full details as 
to mabers of unecoanpanied children whe: they desire to transfer to the Rel tish 
fonee (RX will then ascertain fran Eritish Zone date they onti be accepted, 


(c) Preguant women will not be sitipped 6 weeks before and after eonfinensnt. ¥ 


(a) there will be no splitting of families. In the event of sieimess, 
fenilies will not be moved until all mexbers are fit to trevel together. 


Mxpellecs will be in possession of individuel papers. A noainal roll 
will accompany each trmin, together with Movesent Order, mitebly endorsed to the 
effect thet all on board the tradn are free from canmmticable diseases. 
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C.R.X. 
(Combined Repatriation Executive) 
29 Allied Control Authority Building 
BERLIN 
US APO 742 or BAOR 


30 January 1946. 


NOTES FOR THE CHIEF, PY & DP DIVISION. 
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NSFER OF GERMAN POPULATIONS FROM THAT PART OF GERMANY NOW 


(a) Understand from Bunde that meeting would be held in Bunde 
on 5 February. For your information, Soviet and Polish representatives 
are somewhat disappointed that the meeting is not being held earlier. 


(b) Have asked Polish representative to let us know as quickly 
as possible what arrangements they can make for acoommodating British 
Repatriation Mission in New Poland and at which points are they to operate. 
It is presumed that the two points will be STETTIN and LIEGNITZ. It is 
more than likely that the Poles will advise that the Mission will have to 
present themselves in Poland fully contained as to food, petrol etc. in 
which case, no doubt, we will have to make some arrangements to relieve the 


teams every two weeks. The strength of the teams is a matter for con- 
sideration at the meeting on 5 February, but it is assumed that the party 
should consist of 3 officers and 3 OR at each point, including a doctor at 
each. 


2. TRANSFER OF GERMANS FROM SPAIN. 


French Minister of Interior has now given official ruling that 
rail transit facilities across France are not permitted. We have, therefore, 
asked London to advise as to availability of shipping to North German port. 


3. REPATRIATION OF SPANIARDS FROM GERMANY. 


Spanish Minister in Berne has approached us, through British Movements 
Officer in Berne, to make arrangements for the repatriation of all Spaniards. 
The British Minister is prepared to send into Germany screening teams. We are 
now taking up with the various zones the whole question and are ascertaining 
at the same time how many Spaniards there are in the whole of Germany for 
repatriation. 


4. TURKS, SOUTH AMERICANS AND OTHER NATIONALITIES. 


We are now getting repeated applications regarding the repatriation 
of such nationalities. Is CRX authorised to initiate all arrangements, by 
coordination with the Political Division?) If so, we can invite screenin; 
teams into Germany from the various Embassies in Paris. a 


Ad 
-1- | tf fa : 


5. TRANSFER OF GERM "ROM 


We have today cabled British Mission, Denmark asking them to 
let us have the breakdown by zones of occupation of the Germans in 
Denmark. e assume that the Danish Government will move the Germaans as 
far as the Danish/British Zone border, from which point arrangements 
will be made to transfer them to the various zones through agreed 
exchange points. 


eves 


Fs L. CARROLL, 
Lieutenant Colonel, 
Combined Repatriation Executive. 
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,Tel.e Noe 93-5189. 
Ref :—_ PWDP/59809/1. 


PW & DP Division, 
Advanced H.Q., 
0.0. for G. (B.E)., 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 


30th January, 1946. 


Chief of Polish Mission, 
Headquarters, Control Commission, 
MRMANY. 


—————eeeeeSsSe 


SUBJECT :-_ Control of Movement of German Populations to be moved from Poland 


into the British Zone of Germany. 


1. The Combined Repatriation Executive of this Division of the British 

Control Commission notifies me this morning of a difficult point m the plan 

for the sbove movement on which he and a representative from the Polish 

Goverment are now st work. The Soviet Authorities now insist that the 

British representatives must accept these expelless on the border between 

Poland and the Soviet occupied zone of Germany. Their object is to ensure 

that should Poland send expellees not covereé by the agreement, or cases of 

infectious sickness, they will not leter be refused by the British Authorities 
western border of the Soviet occupied zone and so be left on Soviet 


This matter is urgent. If the begiming of the move is not to be 
held up on this account it is important that we arrange this quickly. I 
understand that the present proposals being worked out are for these people 
to move by two rail routes into the British Zone; one move fram Stettin 
and one from Leignitz. JI shall be glad if you could give us early suggestions 
as to where these control groups would live at points on these railway lines 
where they cross fran Poland into the Russian occupied zone. I presume, 
Stettin, where there is already a British group, which can be rationed and 
maintained, is advisable for the northern route. The southern post looks 
like being best somewhere near Guben. 


3e These groups should consist of three officers, including a 
medical officer, with two or three British 0.R.'s serving them and they 
would require either rations or a possibility of access by British transport 
to bring their rations, and arrangements with the British Military Mission in 
Warsaw covering their ability to get pay and other supplies they require. 


he I should be grateful if you would assist in getting proposals 
about this matter early. 


AGK/JNC. SGD/ A.G. KENCHINCTON, Brigadier, 
Chief, PW & DP Division, 


Copies to i- 
W & DP Division, Main H.Q., Bunde. 
Political Division. 


MESSAGE AND MATL CENTRE 
ADVANCED H.Q. (BERLIN) 
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY (BE) 
Qutgoing CONFIDENTLiL Message 
OYB 4.798 
DTO 291730A 
BERCOMB 
CONCOMB 
INFO: 1 CORES DISTRICT; 
Ts 
DISTRICT ; e 


AQ, MILITARY GOVERNMENT, HANOVER/REGION. 


de 
3GCC 4624. FROM COMBINED REF OW EXECUTIVE NUMBER 4.09, 


EXPELLEES FROM NEW ZOLAND. 
FURTHER TO OUK BGCC 4508 (CRx/399) OF 2547154, 
SOVIET AUTHORITIES NOW S¥..Tk TH.f THEY DESIRE iWAT ALL EXPELIEES SHOULD 
RITISH AUTHORITIES A'’ OR ON EASTERN SIDE OF SOVIET ZONE. OF 
TCHED CONTRARY TO AGREEMENT ARE NOT 


BRITISH ZONE ON THEIR WESTERD FRONTIER, THEREBY LRVING THEM ON 


SOVIET AUTHORIUTES EMPHASISE THAT THEY AXE (INTERESTED IN | 
ONLY IN SO FaR AS THEIR ZONE IS BEING USED IN TRANSIT. THEY FURTHERMORE ADD THAT, 
IN THETA OPINION, If WIL! BE IN BRITISH INTERESTS TO HAVE MISSIONS ON THEIR 
HaSTERN FRONIIER TO ENSURE THAT EXPELLEES WILL BE DEFINITELY \CCEPTASLE IN 
BXITISH ZONE. 
ar IT IS SUGGESTED THAT BRITISH MISSIONS SHOULD BE STATIONED AT LIEGNITZ 


AND AT STETTIN, BUT POLISH AUTHORITIES ARE CHECKING THIS AND WILL ADVISE LATER. 
e—eee 


DISTRIBUTION: 


CRK (Br)(ACA Bidg) (5) 
MA/Deputy Military Governor 

- Retention Berlin 

/Political Adviser (2) 

DCOS(Pelicy) I.A. & C. Div 

sf Secretary PY & DP Div 
Secretariat Manpower Div 
DACOS( Org) M & MO (3) 
Army Div 
Transport Div 
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DIO JAN 164735A 


LIL AND 1000 PER DAY BY 
aN DELIVE: 


CONFERENCES 


etariat (4) 
itical Div (3) 
br) (ACA Bhag) (3) 
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TRANSFER OF POPULATIONS FROM WEW POLAND AND FURTHER REFUGEES 
PROM SOVIET ZONB , 


323, 000 
517, 000 
1.294. 000 
The total to be evacuated fran NY POLAND is estimated at 1) millions 
for Brit.Zone, In addition, refugeos are still being zecoived from the soviet 
Zone. A further survey will therefore be necessary when a further million 
bas been received. 
peer 
Tt 4s proposed to receive into the imit,Zone a total af 6,000 refugees 
deiiy. This is the maximm for whem movg urrangements can be mde. Nerot- 
dations are proceeding on the following basia:« 
( Bxpolleos ...0. 1,000 per day by sea into LUBECK, 
© Garye "| seees 2,000 por day by x41 into 8 comps Dist. 


Bupellees ..... 2,000 per day hy mil into 30 Corps Dist. 


30 Corps 
BVRCULCG sssee 3,000 per day on nomal Hoifybee exchange. 


It is intended that the 5,000 per day arriving in & Corps District shoula be 
domiciled therein in orilex to economise on transport facilities. 


Of the 5,000 per dey into 30 Corps Mstrict, it 4s intended that one train 
(approx 1500) should go to 1 Corps District, the reminder to 50 Corps. 


4 Gx nf, 


SPEROAL CF PURTHER 


of Abs ive Cay 
First Survey. 
100, 000 
450, 000 
670, 000 
530, 200 


1,750, 000 


2. \ QffJoinl Records of Dispersal in BZ. 


To; 1 Corps 


8 Carps 


Rotel Misversed to date:- a 


Estimate? Eree)dow of tots). disperse (proportions as pare 2) 
619, 000 
413, 000 


207, 000 
eer lnereone 


sJ40259, 900 


therefore future absorption will be3- 
1 Corps 25h, O00 
20 Corps 517, 000 
8 Corps 325, 000 


1,09lry 000 


Incoming 5 
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POLITICAL DIVISION, 
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GoRMANY, 
TISH “Li NT), 
ADVANCE HeQe, 
GEELIN, 3eA,0.R. 


Hxt, 93-5303 14th Jomary, 1946 
fl 8.6 Jofue- 


Dear Robin, 


You may like to have en account of the position reached in the 
conversations which M. Wolaki and his party have had with and 
DP. Division, 


As was expected, Ii, Wolski stated that in his view wo should 
start moving the 14 million Germans from Poland into the British 
Zone now, without regurd to the head for head exchange between the 
British and Soviet Zones. It was pointed out to him in reply tht 
the Control Council's decision provided thatthis move should not 
interfere with the head for head exchange and was to begin only when 
the Soviet and British representatives on the P.W., and D.P. Directorate 
agreed that the present head for head exchange permitted a M, Wolski 
produced a translation of the relevant Control Council paper in which 
the provision about the head for head exchange was omitted, and anid 
that he had understood from General. Sokolovaki that the movement could 
be cleared at once, 


A further masting with the Poles was then arranged, at which 
Colonel Maslennikov,from the Russian D.!. Division, was present. 
Golonel Maslennikov made it clenr to Ms Wolski that he agreed with our 
interpretation of the Directorate's agreement, He stated 
that he considered the head for head exchang=s could now be & down 
to 3,000 a day, and joined with the British representatives in offering 
to M, Wolski, subject to the Directorate’s agreement, to accept from “ 
Poland the movement of 4,000 Gexmane a day into the British Zone, 
The totnl number of ontries which can be dispersed in the Jritish Zone 
under winter conditions and with the transport available, is 8,000 a 
doye The British representatives accordingly agreed to recommend to 
tho Directorate that this movement should start as soon aa the technical , 
details could be worked out by the Combined atriation Exeartive. 
They algo agreed to reconmond to the Directorate that a Polish re 
ative might be attached to GRX to assist them in planning and req 
this traffic. 


The British representatives also agreed to accept Germans from 
new Poland into the British Zone by the sea "Nagle" route and by th 
‘Nagle route in exchange for Polish Dt od out by these routes, 
The shortage of covered wagons in the Jritich Zone, however, made 1% 
impossible to provide rolling stock to go to Poland to fetch these 
Germans as } lolLelkt head asked. BM, Wolski was anxious that, if the 
Soviet authorities would agree, the bulk of thie movement should be 
effected on tho routo Leignite-Brunewiok. 


At te mooting on the &th January, the P.W. and 0.). Directorate 
approved the above tentative proposals, 


I am sending a copy of this letter to the Hefugee Yepartment. 


ye ee a: 
The Honourable R Ae Hankey, | 

Britieh Tubasay pee Ceil | HelakyG 
. os ubaesy A (ye) ilaby 


poe 


Copy: Refugee Department, Foreign es 
P.W. & DP. Division, $ 
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8th Jenuary, 1946. 
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PupP/59808/8 Advanced Headquarters; 

a Control Commission f 
Germany (E 
BERLIN, B+A.0. 


5th January, 1946 


Or@# tel Todd, 
Deputy Executive, 
Pi & DP Division, 
Main HQ 


ave had two rather ing days dealing with M. Wolski who came accompanied by three 
ters to try and push the Polish point of view that we should start receiving the 
percentage of expellees from Poland now (plus the December arrears), irrespective 
the head for head and that we should provide locomotives and rolling stock to fetch them. 
s retty hard-faced demand. We called in the Russian member of C.R.X. and have 
convinced M. Wolski that the head for head must be fini ed off, having priority over his 
fugees and that we shall NOT provide rolling stock from our Zone to go and pick them up. 
I pointed out that the agreement was that we should accept into our Zone and not that we 
fetch and that we would start pti only when we and the Russians agreed that the 
head for head exchange with the Russians permitted it. 


Finally, we have agreed, subject to confirmation by the f ctorate, that if the 
Russian st: ment that they would keep their refugee traffic into 30 Corps area down to an 
verage of 3,000a day line ane will in the near future start to accept German 

expellees frou Poland’ at approximately 4,000 a day, to be transported to our camps in 
rolling stock provided by Poles or Russians. {ime of start and details of the transfer 
are to be examined by C.R.X. and if the Directorate approves, 4 Polish representative will 
be accredited to C.R.X. to assist in regulating this traffic. 


After discussing the above we discus d possible measures to increase the number of 
‘les willing to go home. I took the liberty of informing M. Yolski of 30 Corps’ 
estions about authoritive civilians coming over to try to persuade Pol more 
m the Liaison officerse He seem vised at what he called "such a 


tive attitude on repatriation" - I honestly think he has been believing same of their 


He made the interesting point that the London Polish” organisation are able, through 
their Polish Relief Committee, to give parcels and comforts to people who accept their 
point of view and deny them to others. 

He made the interesting suggestion that if the present Liaison officers could be 
absorbed into one organisation b; lacing Colonel Banach's H.Q. by Major Tataj's He 
they w only wish to get r a rest would be given full 
statuy and privileges. I think this may be a useful suggestion if we come to the 
conelusion that he is right in saying that Banach's Mission is not helpful over 
repatriation. The only thing that worries me is, will the greater bulk of the present 
Liaison Officers not hand in their checks if this happens? I shall be glad of your 
reactions and ral observations to his proposals. 

om 

Tor his part he promised to eend generous final offers of good conditions to such 

of those officers as accepted to work under the Warsaw Mission. 


Yours 


(Sga) 


Ck 


Cex 2-13 (33% 


Crane | 
(Combined Repatriation Executive) 
29 Allied Control Authority ®uilding 
BERLIN 
BAOR 


» PW & DP Division, 27 Dec 1945. 
ice Headquarters, G 
Control Commission for Yermany (BE), (2) 


Transport Div, 
GCM) ge se Le 
Adt HQ! Control+:Commiss¥on' for Germany. (2) 


O@), HQ Rhine Army, through " 
FROM :  DAQMG(M), ORX. 


a As instructed, I flew to Warsaw on Monday, 17 
December (being delayed 24 hours by weather). and arrived 

at the British Embassy in the Polonia Hotel in the afternoon 
where I reported to Major WINTON (Assistant Military Attache) 
and was introduced to Mr. HANKI the Counsellor, who had 
been expecting my visi igadier Richards, Military 
Attache, was away during my entire stay). 


the background concerning 
jation and movement of popu- 
ribed the conditions we were 
result and record of our 
orandum for the Ambassador, who 
s of an hour the following 


ain concern was the evacuation of Germans from 
New Poland ¢ the necessity (i) to stop the Polish Governme 
from carrying out the transfer to the British Zone of the 
quota of 10% for Decé sr which had been agreed to with 
qualifications at , and (ii) to re-assure the Government 
of British good faith a intentions over this. 


The whole question was at a delicate and awkward stag: 
in Warsaw and Hi y's Ambassador deemed it would be best 
cleared by my visiting the Poli Minister of Repatriation, 


M. WOLSKI, with Mr. | ey, and hanging views. 


An appointment was made for the following morning, 
and the ensuing meeting seer very satisfactory to all. The 
following is the full quotation of my account of this meeting. 
of which copi remain with the Embassy at Warsaw and are 
understood to be the basis of a despatch to F.0. London : 


OF REPATRIATION, WARSAW. 


f WOLSKT, 
tion, Polish PF f: BADER. 
rE DE Divs OC 


SUBJECT : TRANSFER OF GERMAN MINORI®¥ FROM POLAND. 


(a) It was first made clear that I had come not to make 

commitments on 1 Side, but to state the circumstances 

and difficulti the British end, and to become acquainted 
itl Polish point of view, preliminary to any firm 


I said that to us, broadly, the prior necessity in 
Germany today was to put the German house in order and sort 
out to a certain extent and for various reasons, the displaced 
Germans as between the Zones, before being able to accept 
teich and Volksdeutsche from over the frontiers. The Minister 
took note of this. 


(b) I explaine i he British Zone was not yet le to 
accept Germans tran rred in mass from New Poland, and that 
recent proposal in Berlin to move 10% in December was 


) on the st 7 S f the ad for head 
within Germ iG i RE SS 


tion (a controll 


It seemed that late Spring would be the earl we 
could tackle the influx. 


The Polish Minister was surprised, dissatisfied and 
anxious at this delay. 
ied their ¢éntral, overriding problem as an 
economic one, as follows : 


are so far recorded over one million Polish subjects 
twards from Po rritori transferred to the 
f the Curzon Line, into Poland proper. Of these, 
800,000 are far 


With them to transfer are * 


170,000 cows 
100,000 horses 
120,000: pigs 
180,000 sheep 


This population is to move from the territory given up 
tory new territory gained in the west. The 
r er sell be 
d fk 15th June is rded by the Poles 
ensure b Ue 3 a Polish population in 
out bhe vit Spring sowing. The German 
srs d, who are “under virtual notice to quit, 
most unlikely to do this sowing. “ithout the resultant crop, 


there will certaialy be famine to face the incoming 
population, whether they transfer later in the summer, in the 
winter of 46/47, or in the summer of 47, ‘The land now is 
untended and failing into waste, and it is absolutely vital 
+o bring in at least 800,000 farmers of the castern Poles, 
restore and farm the country and also give normal employment 
and work to the volume of new settlers. Above all, the 
spring sowing must be done at all costs, as the future food 
outlook in Poland is most serious. 


Additionally there are approximately 160,000 Poles 
in the overcrowded and badly devastated south central part 
of Poland who want to move west into New Poland. On the very 
day of our discussion, the Minister had 38 trains on his hands 
loaded with individuals bound for the west. In order that 
these people should be settled on the land with the cattle 
and livestock necessary, it is regarded as essential to move 
the Germans out as soon as possible. 


Ce) The Minister appreciated our difficulties and consider- 
ations, but there is such a state of emergency in Poland today 
in all these respects, that he is desperately anxious to start 
getting some Germans out.. I said we were in favour of using 
the west bound lift of the sea route Lubeck-Gdynia at present 
bringing in Polish DPs but we had no transportation capacity 
available.for dispersal within our “one, and were confronted 
with accommodation shortage. He appealed to get a start on 
with Germans located at and around “anzig. 


(f£) The Germans remaining in Poland are thought to number: 


In Danzig about 80,900. 
Fermer East Prussia - Several hundred thousand. 
West Pomerania = Several hundred thousand. 
Poznania - Several hundred thousand. 
Upper and Lower Silesia - One-and-a-half million, 


(g) His Majesty's Ambassador and the Counsellor at Warsaw 
are of the opinion with me that it would have a very helpful, 
reassuring and encouraging effect on the Polish Government , 
if we could see our way to allocating to German "expellees 
Pight away domiciles sufficiently near to Lubeck, e.g., 
within Schleswig Holstein, as would not place onerous or 
impossible transportation Jemands on us, and start a westward 
sea movement at a very early date of up to 8,000 weekly. 


Irrespective of whether the shipping continues to move 
eastward with Polish DPs or ex-Wehrmacht, its use westward alone 
for Germans resident in North Poland would be valuable. This is 
Submitted for consideration. 


(h) I impressed the point that the main move west must be 
overland, and thst the British could receive at its reception 
points on the Eastern B.Z. border to_be settled, at an organised 
daily rate of flow, Mr. Hankey and ~ stressed that the movement 
must be a direct one from Poland, and that we would not accept 
over the Sovict/British border an overflow of all those German 
refugees who might be passed from New Poland over into the 


jet 


YA 


Soviet Zone. Further, the Poles, in conjunction with the Russians 


must arrange through trains in their own rolling stock, 

(i) The Minister entirely agreed in all these suggestions and 
thereupon put forward the idea of holding a Meeting in Berlin of 
the appropriate authorities of all three countries concerned, in 


-~37 


order that the principles and details should be ironed out 
in Berlin. He said he would consult the Polish Government 
and get approval to make the suggestion officially. We 
shall no doubt hear about this shortly. 


(4) I pointed out that our maximum rate of acceptance 
(and exchange) of German refugees traffic was at the rate of, 
at present, 6¢+trains per Y, i-€., approximately 10,000 
persons daily, and tt this intake capacity was fully 


(k) The Minister said he was in trouble with the Russian 
Authorities who complained that German evacuees were 

reaching their destination in Germany destitute, The Polish 
authorities had established guards to see the refugees were 
not robbed in Poland but could take no responsibility for 
what happened inside Germany, He produced photographs of 
refugees leaving Breslau (Wroclaw) with personal belongings and 
im heated wagons.. He said Germans were still leaving 
Silesia for Germany voluntarily, but the Sovie were not 
anxious to accept any more at present. We tried without 
Success to ascertain whether the Soviets were epting their 
share of 10% for December. Apparently not. 


(1) ition, 

The Ministry has a permanent allocation of 2,000 
wagons to cover all repatriation, but is able to appeal for 
& priority for more in emergency. oco power has so far 
been adequate. 


(m) The meeting was cordial. The far outstanding question 
was the German minorities. Little concern was shown on the 
Occasion about the repatriation of Poles, about which in 
fact several awkward questions were,expected to be asked, in 
view of the firm insistence by the "ritish to the Poles 
recently to accclerate their rate of acceptance of Polish 

DPs from 1,500 to 4,500 daily by road to Stettin, whereas 

in fact the road lift had since declined and numbers of 
"willing" Poles were drying up, 


The Minister said he appreciated hearing the view- 
point of CC for G and the opportunity of informing us of theirs. 
His general attitude was co-operative. 


ORER SUBJECTS 


bys 


I explained the scaling dow of the road route to 
STETTIN, and the likelihood of the sealift to DANZIG stopping 
at the end of December. This is a secondary matter just now 
at the Warsaw end, but I told BMA that 
the British authorities here were consi ering strong action 
to cause the vast body of remaining folish DPs to apply ty an 
early date to return to Poland, instead of prolonging their 
period of option to be maintained by us. It is appreciated 
that this must probably be done, but our diplomatic represen- 
tatives in Warsaw are most anxious that they are kept fully 
aware at all stages of our intentions. Mr. Hankey asked me 
to stress that it is most essential that full explanation and 
the widest publicity be given to the remaining “unwilling" 


Poles throughout our Zone of the reasons why they must 
elect to return and why we can no longer maintain them, 
and of the conditions in Poland, at the ground is well 
ared for their arrival in Poland. Similarly, a stote- 
2 issued by the British “mbassy in Warsaw to the 
Polish Government. It is further very important that we 
distinguish ween those DPs in oug care who are in 
political danger if they return to *oland, and those who 
are not. A Memorandum is being written now in Warsaw on 
this subject which is intended to result in a despatch 
to the Foreign Office, repeated to Yontrol Commission for 
Germany. 


It is'well known to us in Warsaw that some 
returned DPs have already suffered political discrimination 


Polish Armed For 


I showed interest in this, primarily from the 
inter-theatre Movements viewpoint. _In fact, there was no 
problem of concern with my visit: + was told that th 
repatriation of volunteers from the.French Zone of Ge ry 
and from CMF had been and was going along well - the officers 
were retained in the home Army, and the dR were given the 
option of continuing with the Colours or release. There is 
no doubt the Poles are sore that their troops from Italy 
were not permitted to take their individual rifles with 

1 (loaded in bulk), instead of being issued with replace- 
iene British Ordnance arms still packed in grea which 
unlocked,from we s on arrival at the Czech/Polish front 


It was difficult to determi what use was being 
f the re rning AFHQ rolling sto ‘communicatio s 
the Czech fro: Le administrabive 
control v ° Consequently t hae n no 
apparent towards organising Se of Italian 
DPs for repatriation t 58.15 a eads used. 


Heer nek a gave me to understand that 1ey were 
Bid eacuidenes by the Gentiles and "frozen 
populace generally, not Government sponsored), 
51d ne were fleeing to the west while the going was good 
ici of eitk Pogrom or economic extermination, 
of oppor tuniti wkd the general 
today to emigrate to a better world, 
or South America, But although the 
moment d not admit the emigration, it does in fact 
connnas it. 3 w Poland/Russian “one frontier in the west 
is policed and controlled, and a Polish subject cannot normally 
cross ss without a visa But Polish Jews get visas, I was told, 
e id in what was Silesia can also “take advantage, with 


a bli x local "day" tickets ostensibly to visit 
relatives in Sov: Germany over the border. I quoted the 
spot in ce of Polish Jews arriving in Berlin being 
d entirely of young persons and asked if “here was any 
tendency for the migrs tion to be so selected. 
was »e t this was beca there were 
re slatively no old s rs after the German occup?tion — 


ee 


they had simply not withstood exposure to the rigours of 
the climate when driven from the towns. He said there 
were virtually no Jews left in Warsaw. Before the War, 
there were about 3900,000 Polish Jews in the land: the 
numbers I heard estimated to be now were between 60,000 
and 259900 . 


Nevertheless the steady emigration of about 250 
daily now in progress was voluntary and not necessary, and 
the Jews were neither in fact being expelled nor were 
displaced persons. 


It was realised that the “ovicts placed the onus 
of control on the Polish Government, whereas the Russians, 
if they wished, were in a position firmly to stop such 
movement at the moment and point of crossing over to their 
Zone. 


An interesting point was that many Polish Gentiles 
of a normally considered good type of citizen, are seeking 
to leave Poland on account of the state of the country and 
lack of faith in its future, They cannot obtain visas in 
the normal way, but many have been known to get them and 
leave the country by applying under Jewish names! This is 
one indication of the appallingly confused state of. Poland 
today. 


8. UNRRA. Although aware that UNRRA in Poland was not 
permitted to function for displaced persons and other ‘sulth iclief 
I called on the Chief of the UNRRA Mission to Poland to 

find out if they had any news or views of repatriation 
interest. As it happened, Brig. DOUGLAS-BROWN had only 

the day before received a signal from UNRRA HQ London 
requesting investigation of reports in from PRAGUE about an 
unauthorised organisation in Poland for a repatriation and 
Jewish emigration movement over the Czech frontier. I attach 
at Appendix "A" a full copy of UNRRA London cable No. 547 

of 7 December implicating a Hungarian named BEJUNG and 
Claiming to be an UNRRA delegate, although not registered in 
Europe as an UNRRA employee. The Younsellor. at the Embassy 
was very interestcd to have a copy and would follow up the 
matter internally, particularly when any of the Military 
Attaches staff was travelling iu the Katowice region. 


9. Notes on Polish conditions. 


The regime includes a Polish Secret Police which 
is universally hated and responsible to an extent both for 
many recently repatriated Poles getting away from their 
country again, and as a deterrent to Polish DPs in the Zones 
of Germany to return to their country. 


There is severe inflation, a fair variety of 
consumer goods, and apparently no price control in Poland. 
What elsewhere would in fact be Black market prices are here 
Free Market, An abundant variety of well-cooked food exists 
in the few Warsaw restaurants, for these who can afford it. 
There is no official exchange rate for the Zloty , but 
it is calculated at about 700 to the pound as against 40 before 
the War, An average good meal costs 21.700 . There was no 
hunger evident in the shattered slushy streets of Warsaw, and 
People were drably but adequately clad, but «Bogs aes 
elsewherd it may be a different story. 


Tracts of the country are said to be completely de- 
populated and virtually desert, particularly along the 
Silesian bo . Lf had no opportunity of observing this, 
nor of seeing the sketchy r il transportation conditions. 
Some tisms. are running in Warsaw, but the general form of 
communal transport is the long narrow "covered-wagon" 
(often open) type of horsedrawn country cart. 


RAF Transport Command operate the only regular 
service to and from Poland, viz., a London-Berlin-Warsaw 
aircraft twice weekly. RAF maintains a ground staff and 

wireless station at Warsaw airfield. The Poles have 
Dakotas but these fly only on special missions. 
have free use of the aerodrome , and as an 
I was there, a Polish officer 
approached a British civilian and apologetically requested 
him not to use the camera he was about to take a photograph 
with, not"because he or the Polish nation minded at all, 
but because Russian officer Meares objected,’ ‘although’ 
there were no wilitary aircraft present. 


Both the RAF groundcrew and our officials at 

sy complained to me about the very unsatisfactory 
é 5 Signals they had been receiving, or rather 
failing to get, recently, although they had R/T communication 
with rlin. I have taken this up in the proper quarters 


ations, _ 
Ibassé agreed with me that these were 
ntial for an effici functioning of mass exchange 
fic, but landlines were out of the question for various 
He would support any recugst to the Army Authorities 
Sea y oe eee of E/D, and could give full 
new Embassy now being 
desirability of Rhine 
w, could be brought 
technicalities of 


dwas told, that the sxploratory ® 
from th ritish Authorities in 
rmany had a ; d and was considered very satisfactory. 
desired by 1 E as i i itat ; it is now for the 
Polish Governm to take e tep in negotiating the 
organised movement c 1s (exce regards our faculty 
for absorbing som e t S rning sea route 
through Ltibeck), 1 sh ive us bargaining power to 
effect the early Ppetecnten of the bulk of the Polish DPs 
now holding back. Fi j | 


Najor , Ri. 
DAQUG (at) ¢ 
( forwarded direct in absence of 
O.R.X. (Br Element) .) 


COPY/ 


INCOMING CABLE 


No: Date: 7 December 1945, 


Poste enane Arrived: 15th December *45, 


No: 547, We have received following reports from Prague. 


1. "Information received here that person using name of 
Blejung claiming Hungarian nationality is operating organised 
expatriation displaced persons and “ewish refugees from 
Poland, His headquarters are office Polish repatriation 
Katowice Poland and he is assisted by Polish Red Cross, He 
claims to be UNRRA delegate for displaced persons with 
authority from Munich and not from our Mission Poland, 

Convoy of 500 led by him left Katowice for Germany 28 
November 94 of these Italians, French, Belgian, Dutch and 
others with valid papers admitted to cross. Remainder 
including Blejung refused admission and last heard of stranded 
at Kudova". 


Be “Further news available confirm information given you 
and strengthen our view that every semblance official sanction 
including radio announcement and specific designation “UNRRA 
train” given this movement. Total number involved in move- 
ment approximately 1000 additional to these mentioned previous 
cable 350 now held Moravska Ostrava. Czech Government 
granted them seven days asylum in hope settlement", 


36 According to records BRO and “rankfurt Blejung is not 
repeat not employed UNRRA in any capacity, Have you any 
information? 


4, Please investigate immediately to determine (a) what 
plans being made for care of group in Kudova. (b) Whether 
care can be provided group now held Moravska Ostrava if they 
are returning to Poland. (c) On what basis is UNRRA 
participation in movement being claimed. (d) What is 
nationality of persons involved in movement. 


re Necessary to have urgent answer because of emergency 
situation in Czechoslovakia, 
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Ext: 93-5189 Pu & DP Division, ay, 
Contro: si c *Gemmany— 
Advanced Headquarters, ~ 
Berlin. 


1,th December, 1945. 


To: Major E. L, Ford s —— | » 


1. I have a copy of the instructions given to you by Lt. Col. Carroll 
concerning your journey to Warsaw. I think you ought to realise that 

you are going as a British representative ani mot as solely a representative 
of O.2X. As far as paragraph 1. is concerned, sub-para (a) is the only 

one in which I am primarily interested but of course there is no reason why 
you should not disouss the matters in the other sub=paras. You ure not 
being sent by the Directorate, however, but by the Division and anything you 
negotiate on behalf of other nations would need confirmation by those nations’ 
reoresentatives first. 


26 The British Ambassador in Warsaw feels, I think, a little bit out of 
things and perhaps slightly hurt. You may renember that, against his 
express wish, we sailed a ship last month to a Polish port, and though it 
seems to have been successful in the event it has left Mr. Cavendish Bentinck 
feeling a little ruffled I believe. We know that he is most anxious to be 
helpful as a matter of duty ani also a matter of friendliness, but there is 
no doubt that he is having rather a difficult time keeping the balance 
between the wishes of his own Goverment, the political viewpoint of the 
Warsaw Government and the machinations of a small though powerfii "white" 
Polish elenent in Warsaw. You should bear these facts in mind when you 
are discussing anything with him or his staff. 


pe Sear in mind that we are probably about to take rather firm steps 

to dissuade recusant Polish DPs now in Germany to return to Poland. Those 
steps will be known to you, but probably not to H.M.A. Warsaw. Although 

it is greatly to our advantage that these recusant Poles ani the ex-Wehrmacht 
Poles should leave Germany, it will not be so easy for him to compete with 
the sitwtion that may arise when they get back. 


hye I should treat with great care the question of the return of Polish 
Armed Forces from Germany and U.K. This matter is not only extremely 
explosive but also is not, directly speaking, the duty of this Division 
except in their capacity as “Carter Paterson". 


5. As far as Polish citizens (Jews) moving westward is concerned, you 
will remeuber our attitude here, that is that these persons are Polish 
citizens and have no right, as non-Germans, to come to Germany at all. 

They are in fact illegal and we do not recognise them as having any right 
to be heree We shall probably make an attempt tosend then back to Poland, 
although we know from the words of these Jews themselves that the Polish 
Goverrment is probably not dispatching them though possibly conniving at 
their westward movement. This rather strong line is directly opposed to 
the American view and partly opposed to the French and Russian attitude. 

The American attitule is ostensibly dictated by the principles of protectors 
of the oppressed but in fact more probably by'the power of their own Jewish~ 
controlled newspapers. Meanwhile our attitude in this matter may quite 
well have worldwide repercussions in the Pressd all nations. 


66 The main object of your visit will be to discuss the transfer of 
minorities. H.M.A. Warsaw has raised the query as to when we can start 
taking Germans from Poland, to which we have repliec that we cannot do so 
before early Spring. This is further complicated by the resolution that 
the Directorate adopted this week to suspend interzonal movenent of Germans 
for the next two months, and this will undoubtedly postpone the transfer 
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of minorities from Poland into the British Zone still further. This — 
will be distasteful to Warsaw. We understand that the Polish Government 
has already begu'to move into the Russian Zone that proportion of 
minorities destined for that zone, and I do not think it likely that the 
stay of execution for two months agreed between the four controlling powers 
here in Berlin would te likely to operate as between Poland and Russia, 
even if it were possible to stop the movement physically. That is of 
course a matter for Moscow and Warsaw to settle between themselves. 


7s We are anxious that as large movement as possible should be by 
sea, partly because the westbound run of the ships will be eupty in any 
case which is uneconomical and partly because, despite any agreement to 
suspend movenent temporarily, we need not do so if the movesent were to 
be in heated ships. I supose the difficulty here to be the dispersion 
of German minorities into our Zoe after we have disembarked then at our 
ports, and whether we shall be able to do so in a humane manner will be 
for you to say rather than for mee 


R.N- THICKNESSEy 
Colonel, 
D/CHIEF, PW & DP DIVISION. 
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